
Saudi student opens fire at Florida Naval base, killing 3 



Navy Capt. Tim Kinsella briefs members of the media following a shooting at the Naval Air Station 
in Pensacola, Fla., Friday, Dec. 6, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
PENSACOLA, Fla. (AP) — An 

aviation student from Sau¬ 
di Arabia opened fire in a 
classroom at the Naval Air 
Station Pensacola on Fri¬ 
day morning, killing three 
people in an attack the 
Saudi government quickly 
condemned and that U.S. 
officials were investigating 
for possible links to terrorism. 
The assault, which ended 
when a sheriff's deputy 
killed the attacker, was the 
second fatal shooting at 
a U.S. Navy base this week 
and prompted a massive 
law enforcement response 
and base lockdown. 

Twelve people were hurt 
in the attack, including the 
two sheriff's deputies who 
were the first to respond, 
Escambia County Sheriff 
David Morgan said. One of 
the deputies was shot in the 
arm and the other in the 
knee, and both were ex¬ 
pected to recover, he said. 
The shooter was a mem¬ 


ber of the Saudi military 
who was in aviation train¬ 
ing at the base, Florida 
Gov. Ron DeSantis said at a 
news conference. DeSan¬ 
tis spokesman Helen Ferre 
later said the governor 
learned about the shooter's 
identity from briefings with 
FBI and military officials. 

A U.S. official who spoke 
to The Associated Press 
on condition of anonym¬ 
ity identified the shooter 
as Mohammed Saeed 
Alshamrani. The official 
wasn't authorized to discuss 
the matter publicly. 

Earlier Friday, two U.S. offi¬ 
cials identified the student 
as a second lieutenant in 
the Saudi Air Force, and 
said authorities were inves¬ 
tigating whether the attack 
was terrorism-related. They 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity to disclose informa¬ 
tion that had not yet been 
made public. 

President Donald Trump 
declined to say whether 


the shooting was terrorism- 
related. Trump tweeted his 
condolences to the fami¬ 
lies of the victims and not¬ 
ed that he had received a 


phone call from Saudi King 
Salman. The Saudi govern¬ 
ment offered condolences 
to the victims and their 
families and said it would 


provide "full support" to U.S. 
authorities investigating the 
shooting. 

Continued on Page 2 
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Saudi student opens fire at Florida Naval base, killing 3 



Continued from Front 

"The Ministry of Foreign Af¬ 
fairs affirms that the perpe¬ 
trator of this horrific attack 
does not represent the 
Saudi people whatsoever," 
the government said in a 
statement. "The American 
people are held in the 
highest regard by the Saudi 
people." 

Vice Minister of Defense 
Khalid bin Salman noted on 
Twitter that he and many 
Saudi military personnel 
have trained on U.S. mili¬ 
tary bases and gone on to 
fight "against terrorism and 
other threats" alongside 
American forces. "Today's 
tragic event is strongly con¬ 
demned by everyone in 
Saudi Arabia," he said. 
DeSantis said Saudi Arabia 
needed to be held to ac¬ 
count for the attack. 
"Obviously, the govern¬ 
ment ... needs to make 
things better for these vic¬ 
tims," he said. "I think they're 
going to owe a debt here, 
given that this was one of 
their individuals." 

A national security expert 
from the Heritage Founda¬ 
tion warned against mak¬ 


ing an immediate link to 
terrorism. 

"If there is some connec¬ 
tion to terrorism, well, then, 
that’s that," Charles "Cully" 
Stimson said. "But let's not 
assume that because he 
was a Saudi national in 
their air force and he mur¬ 


dered our people, that he 
is a terrorist." 

Stimson said it was also pos¬ 
sible that the shooter was 
"a disgruntled evil individual 
who was mad because he 
wasn't going to get his pilot 
wings, or he wasn't getting 
the qualification ratings 
that he wanted, or he had 
a beef with somebody, or 
there was a girlfriend in¬ 
volved who slighted him." 
Florida U.S.Sen. RickScottis¬ 
sued a scathing statement 


calling the shooting an act 
of terrorism "whether this in¬ 
dividual was motivated by 
radical Islam or was simply 
mentally unstable." 

Scott added that it was 
"clear that we need to take 
steps to ensure that any 
and all foreign nationals 
are scrutinized and vetted 
extensively before being 
embedded with our Ameri¬ 
can men and women in 
uniform." 

U.S. Defense Secretary 


Mark Esper said in a state¬ 
ment Friday that he was 
"considering several steps 
to ensure the security of our 
military installations and the 
safety of our service mem¬ 
bers and their families." He 
did not elaborate. 

The U.S. has long had a 
robust training program 
for Saudis, providing assist¬ 
ance in the U.S. and in the 
kingdom. 

The shooting, however, 
shined a spotlight on the 
two countries' sometimes 
rocky relationship. 

The kingdom is still trying to 
recover from the killing last 
year of Washington Post 
columnist Jamal Khashoggi 
at the Saudi Consulate in 
Istanbul. Saudi intelligence 
officials and a forensic doc¬ 
tor killed and dismembered 
Khashoggi on Oct. 2, 2018, 
just as his fiancee waited 
outside the diplomatic 
mission. One of the Navy's 
most historic and storied 
bases. Naval Air Station 
Pensacola sprawls along 
the waterfront southwest 
of the city's downtown and 
dominates the economy of 
the surrounding area. 

Part of the base resem¬ 
bles a college campus, 
with buildings where 60,000 
members of the Navy, Ma¬ 
rines, Air Force and Coast 
Guard train each year in 
multiple fields of aviation.Q 
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President Donald Trump smiles during ◦ luncheon with 
members of the United Nations Security Council in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House in Washington, Thursday, 
Dec. 5, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Supreme Court 
temporarily 
shields Trump 
bank records 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Supreme Court on Friday 
temporarily shielded the 
bank records of President 
Donald Trump and three 
of his children from House 
Democrats. 

In an order signed by Jus¬ 
tice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
the House cannot en¬ 
force subpoenas issued to 
Deutsche Bank and Capi¬ 
tal One at least until Dec. 
13. 

The justices are scheduled 
to discuss at least one and 
maybe two other similar 
cases at their private con¬ 
ference that day. One 
concerns a subpoena 
from the House for Trump's 


financial records and the 
other is a demand from 
the Manhattan district at¬ 
torney for his tax returns. 
The court already has 
blocked the House from 
getting the financial re¬ 
cords while it considers 


what to do with the cases. 
The district attorney has 
agreed to hold off enforc¬ 
ing his subpoena until the 
justices act. A decision on 
whether to hear the cas¬ 
es could come by mid- 
December. □ 
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Asylum-seekers who crossed in Arizona returned to Mexico 


* 



This June 1, 2009, file photo, shows vehicles waiting to enter the 
U.S. through The Dennis DeConcini Port of Entry in downtown 
Nogales, Ariz. 

Associated Press 


ASTRID GALVAN 
Associated Press 
PHOENIX (AP) — The U.S. 
government said Friday it 
had sent nine Venezuelans 
— including two families — 
back to Mexico after they 
tried to make an asylum 
claim by driving up to a 
customs officer instead of 
lingering south of the bor¬ 
der on a list waiting to be 
called up under a Trump 
administration policy tar¬ 
geting asylum-seekers. 

That practice — and that 
of other desperate asy¬ 
lum-seekers who have run 
down vehicle lanes at an 
Arizona port of entry in or¬ 
der to reach the U.S. — se¬ 
verely slowed down traffic 
over the holiday weekend 
after Customs and Border 
Protection sealed off sev¬ 
eral lanes of traffic. 
Advocates say the asylum- 
seekers forced wait on a 
list under a Trump policy 
known as metering are des¬ 
perate and afraid of wait¬ 
ing in Mexico for months 


before they're even given 
a chance to make an asy¬ 
lum claim. Migrants forced 
to wait in Mexico are often 
targeted for extortion, kid¬ 
napping and robberies. 
Customs and Border Pro¬ 
tection says asylum-seekers 
who drive or run up to offi¬ 
cers pose safety risks. 

"It is disrespectful to those 
who have waited in line to 
be seen, and to the officers 
working diligently to pro¬ 
cess everyone in a safe and 
secure manner, to attempt 
skipping to the front of the 
line this way," spokeswom¬ 
an Meredith Mingledorff 
said in an email. 
Mingledorff said the Ven¬ 
ezuelans arrived in a car 
at an Arizona port of entry 
in a group of three families 
and two single adults on 
Wednesday. 

They were then bused 
roughly 340 miles (547 kilo¬ 
meters) to El Paso, Texas, 
and returned to Ciudad 
Juarez, where thousands 
of other asylum-seekers are 


waiting in tent camps. She 
added that using cars to 
reach the port of entry "will 
not allow asylum-seekers 
automatic entrance into 
the United States." 

An estimated 4.6 million 
Venezuelans have fled the 
crisis-torn country, where 
food and medicine ex¬ 
tremely scarce. 

The policy under which the 
Venezuelans who crossed 
on Wednesday were re¬ 
turned to Mexico is widely 
known as "Remain in Mexi¬ 
co." It forces asylum-seekers 
to wait south of the border 
while the U.S. immigration 
cases are heard. 

An estimated 55,000 asy¬ 
lum-seekers have been re¬ 
turned to Mexico since the 
policy, which is being chal¬ 
lenged in federal court, 
was implemented in Feb¬ 
ruary in some parts of the 
border. It was expanded 
to Arizona last week, when 
agents in the Tucson Sec¬ 
tor began busing migrants 
to El Paso to be returned 


to Juarez. The government 
won't say how many peo¬ 
ple have been taken from 
Arizona to El Paso. 

Migrants forced to wait in 
Mexico are often met with 
the same violence and cor¬ 
ruption they fled. 

A report by the Human 
Rights First released this 
week documented at 
least 636 public reports of 


violence against asylum- 
seekers returned to Mexico 
including rape, kidnapping 
and torture. Human Rights 
First said that was a steep 
increase over October, 
when the group had iden¬ 
tified 343 attacks, and not¬ 
ed the latest figure is surely 
an under-count because 
most crime victims don't 
re port.□ 
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GOP Rep. pitches LGBTQ rights bill with religious exemptions 


By ELANA SCHOR 
Associated Press 

As Democrats champion 
anti-discrimination protec¬ 
tions for the LGBTQ com¬ 
munity and Republicans 
counter with worries about 
safeguarding religious 
freedom, one congressio¬ 
nal Republican is offering 
a proposal on Friday that 
aims to achieve both goals. 
The bill that Utah GOP Rep. 
Chris Stewart plans to un¬ 
veil would shield LGBTQ 


individuals from discrimina¬ 
tion in employment, hous¬ 
ing, education, and other 
public services — while also 
carving out exemptions for 
religious organizations to 
act based on beliefs that 
may exclude those of dif¬ 
ferent sexual orientations 
or gender identities. Stew¬ 
art's bill counts support 
from the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints 
and the Seventh-day Ad¬ 
ventist Church, but it has 



In this Thursday, Sept. 19, 2019 file photo. Rep. Chris Stewart, R-Utah, a member of the House 
Intelligence Committee, leaves a meeting with national intelligence inspector general Michael 
Atkinson about a whistleblower complaint, at the Capitol in Washington. 

Associated Press 


yet to win a backer among 
House Democrats who 
unanimously supported 
a more expansive LGBTQ 
rights measure in May. 

But the uphill climb for his 
plan doesn't daunt Stew¬ 
art, who sees the bill as a 
way to "bridge that gap" 
between preventing dis¬ 
crimination and allowing 
religion to inform individual 
decisions. 

"I don't know many people 
who wake up and say 'I 
want to discriminate'. Most 
people find that offensive," 
Stewart told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. "There are peo¬ 
ple who, and I'm included 
among them, have reli¬ 
gious convictions that put 
them in a bind about how 
to reconcile those two prin¬ 
ciples." 

The Utah lawmaker’s leg¬ 
islation comes as the Su¬ 
preme Court prepares to 
rule on cases that touch 
squarely on the issue of 
employment discrimina¬ 
tion against LGBTQ people, 
who currently do not re¬ 
ceive specific protection in 
federal civil rights laws. 
While 21 states have laws 
that bar employment dis¬ 
crimination based on sex¬ 
ual orientation and gen¬ 


der identity. Democrats in 
Congress and running for 
president are pushing for a 
federal statute that would 
provide broader protec¬ 
tions. 

But that more sweeping 
bill's chances of passage 
are low unless Democrats 
take back full control of 
Congress as well as the 
White House, given Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump's op¬ 
position and Republican 
critics who warn of a risk to 
religious freedom. 

That prospect has informed 
Stewart and outside 
groups' work on a proposal 
to enshrine rights for the LG¬ 
BTQ community while also 
preserving the right for reli¬ 
gious groups to act in ac¬ 
cordance with their faiths. 
Among other faith-based 
exemptions to anti-discrimi¬ 
nation protections in the bill 
is an allowance for religious 
groups such as churches 
and schools to employ 
those who align with their 
internal guidelines, accord¬ 
ing to a summary provided 
in advance of its release. 
The bill also would prohibit 
religious groups that op¬ 
pose same-sex marriage 
from having their tax-ex¬ 
empt status revoked. 


"We have taken back the 
religious liberty principle 
from extremists who I think 
do want to do harm to LG¬ 
BTQ people and minority 
rights," said Tyler Deaton, a 
senior adviser to the Ameri¬ 
can Unity Fund, a nonprofit 
supporting Stewart's bill 
that seeks to build conser¬ 
vative support for LGBTQ 
rights. Deaton added that 
some religious conserva¬ 
tive groups who were con¬ 
sulted on the bill ultimately 
chose not to endorse it. 
Despite that resistance 
from some on the right, 
Stewart’s bill sparked sharp 
criticism from progressives 
who decry its exemptions 
as large enough to enable 
ongoing mistreatment of 
LGBTQ individuals. 

"We need to address the 
real and pervasive prob¬ 
lem that is discrimination 
against LGBTQ people, and 
everyone should come to 
the table to address the 
problem," said Laura Durso, 
a vice president at the left¬ 
leaning Center for Ameri¬ 
can Progress. 

"But what we cannot do is 
treat LGBTQ people as sec¬ 
ond-class citizens by creat¬ 
ing carve-outs that enable 
discrimination. "□ 



BUIIMLV/E 

TODAY AT 8.30-11.30PM 


Located at De Palm Pier 
between the Hilton Resort and Riu Hotel 
T: (+297) 586-2233 info@bugaloe.com 
www.Bugatoe.com 

























■TfeDAy 


Officials list 

By MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Health 
officials investigating a na¬ 
tionwide outbreak of vap- 
ing illnesses have listed, 
for the first time, the vape 
brands most commonly 
linked to hospitalizations. 
Most of the nearly 2,300 
people who suffered lung 
damage had vaped liq¬ 
uids that contain THC, the 
high-inducing part of mari¬ 
juana. 

In a report released Friday, 
the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
listed the products most 
often cited by patients, 
noting that some of them 
said they vaped more than 
one. 

Dank Vapes was the brand 
used by 56% of the hospital¬ 
ized patients nationwide. 
Dank is not a licensed prod¬ 
uct coming from one busi¬ 
ness, it is empty packaging 
that can be ordered from 
Chinese internet sites. Illicit 
vaping cartridge makers 
can buy the empty pack¬ 
ages and then fill them with 
whatever they choose. 

Other product names at 
the top of the list from CDC 
were TKO (15%), Smart Cart 
(13%) and Rove (12%). 

"It's not likely that a single 
brand is responsible for this 
outbreak," said Brian King, 
a senior CDC official on the 
investigation. 

Some of the brands cited 
by the CDC are sold in 
states with legalized mari¬ 
juana. But counterfeits of 
those legitimate brands 
have flooded the market 
around the country, forc¬ 
ing some to redesign their 
packaging. 

Bill Loucks, co-founder of 
TKO Products, said his com¬ 
pany sells only to licensed 
dispensaries in California, 
but the company gets 
emails asking about TKO- 
branded cartridges pur¬ 
chased elsewhere. 

"If you bought them out¬ 
side of California ... you are 
the proud owner of fakes," 
Loucks said in an email. 

The CDC also said Friday 
that the worst of the out¬ 
break may be over. Pre¬ 
liminary data indicates 
hospitalizations peaked in 
mid-September and have 
been declining since, of- 
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pot vape brands reported in U.S. outbreak 



In this Aug. 28, 2019, file photo, a man exhales while smoking an e-cigarette in Portland, Maine. 

Associated Press 


THC product. Last month, 
CDC officials said they had 
narrowed in on a culprit 
— a chemical compound 
called vitamin E acetate 
that has been commonly 
found in the lungs of sick 
patients and in the prod¬ 
ucts they vaped. 

Vitamin E acetate is a 
thickening agent that's 
been added to illicit THC 
vaping liquids. But it's pos¬ 
sible it also may have been 
added to vaping liquids 
containing CBD, another 
cannabis extract. King said. 
About 1% of the patients 
said they had vaped CBD 
products only. 

The agency is recommend¬ 
ing that people do not use 
any electronic cigarettes or 
vaping products that con¬ 
tain THC, especially those 
obtained from friends, fam¬ 
ily members or black mar¬ 
ket dealers. 

However, 13% of patients 
said they vaped only nico¬ 
tine. CDC officials are con¬ 
tinuing to look at nicotine- 
containing vapes, and to 
advise caution about all 
types of vaping products 
until the investigation is 
concluded. King saidO 


ficials said. Investigators 
want more data until they 
feel certain the outbreak 
is waning. If it is, there may 
be more than one reason, 
including growing public 
caution about vaping or 
perhaps a change in what 
cartridge makers are put¬ 
ting into them. King said. 
But cases are still coming 
in, with 2,291 reported this 
year — including 176 that 
joined the tally in late No¬ 
vember. Every state has re¬ 
ported cases, and 25 states 
and the District of Colum¬ 
bia have reported a total 
of 48 deaths. 

Symptoms include trouble 
breathing, chest pain, fa¬ 
tigue and vomiting. About 
half the patients are peo¬ 
ple in their teens or early 
20s. The outbreak appears 
to have started in March. 
CDC officials have gradu¬ 
ally come to focus their 
investigation on black-mar¬ 
ket THC cartridges. 

An analysis of about 1,800 
of the hospitalized pa¬ 
tients found about 80% 
said they used at least one 
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Pearl Harbor shooting unfolded in 23 seconds in packed area 



Left to right, NCIS Special Agent Norman Dominesey, U.S. Attorney for Hawaii Kenji Price, Honolulu 
Police Chief Susan Ballard and Rear Adm. Robert Chadwick, the commander of Navy Region 
Hawaii, listen during a news conference Friday, December 6, 2019, about the Pearl Harbor Naval 
Shipyard shooting. 

Associated Press 


By JENNIFER SINCO KELLE- 
HER and LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
HONOLULU (AP) — The U.S. 
Navy sailor who fatally shot 
two people at Pearl Har¬ 
bor before killing himself 
was unhappy with his com¬ 
manders and had been 
undergoing counseling, a 
military official said Friday. 
Gabriel Romero, 22, also 
faced non-judicial punish¬ 
ment, which is a lower-level 
administrative process for 
minor misconduct, said the 
official, who spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity to dis¬ 
cuss personnel matters not 
made public. He used his 
two service weapons in the 
attack, the official said. 
Romero also wounded a 
36-year-old man in the at¬ 
tack Wednesday at the 
naval shipyard within the 
storied military base before 
turning the gun on himself, 
authorities said. That victim 
is in stable condition at a 
hospital. 

In a second attack at a 
Navy base this week, a 
shooter opened fire in a 
classroom building Friday 
at Naval Air Station Pen¬ 
sacola in Florida — leaving 
four people dead, includ¬ 
ing the assailant, and mul¬ 
tiple people wounded. 

The Pearl Harbor shoot¬ 
ing came just days before 
a ceremony to remem¬ 
ber those who perished in 


the Japanese bombing 78 
years ago that propelled 
the U.S. into World War II. 
Security will be beefed 
up as usual for the annual 
event that is expected to 
draw survivors, veterans, 
dignitaries and others Sat¬ 
urday to honor the more 
than 2,300 Americans killed 
on Dec. 7, 1941. 

Military officials said Friday 
at a news conference that 
they had not found a mo¬ 
tive yet for the shooting but 


that there's no evidence 
of domestic terrorism. They 
said the isolated attack, 
witnessed by shipyard em¬ 
ployees in an area with 
thousands of workers, un¬ 
folded in about 23 seconds. 
Romero, who was from Tex¬ 
as and enlisted in the Navy 
two years ago, was dead 
when authorities arrived, 
and he was armed for his 
job standing watch and 
providing security for the 
fast attack submarine USS 


Columbia, which is at Joint 
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam 
for maintenance, officials 
said. 

Retired Army Col. Grego¬ 
ry Gross, a former military 
judge, said that just be¬ 
cause Romero faced non¬ 
judicial punishment doesn't 
automatically mean he 
should have been taken off 
watch duty. 

"It could have been some¬ 
thing as simple as you were 
late for work," said Gross, 


who presided over part of 
the court-martial for the 
2009 shooting at Fort Hood 
in Texas. 

But if the misconduct were 
something like assault, then 
it would have been easy 
to take Romero off watch 
duty and take away his 
weapons. Gross said. 

"All it takes is for the com¬ 
mander to say, 'You're not 
getting a weapon,' and 
he would be taken off that 
watch," he said. 

It was not known if Romero 
knew his victims, Roldan 
Agustin, 49, and Vincent 
Kapoi Jr., 30. 

Agustin was born in Lao- 
ag City, Philippines, and 
moved to Hawaii when 
he was 2, according to his 
mother, Ida Agustin. 

"He's a good man," she 
told The Associated Press 
through tears. 

"I'm so sorry, anak ko, I'm still 
shaking," she added Friday, 
using the phrase "my child" 
in llocano, a Filipino lan¬ 
guage. 

Family members said 
Roldan Agustin served in 
the Navy and retired from 
the Army National Guard, 
then became a metals in¬ 
spector at the Pearl Harbor 
Naval Shipyard. 

In a statement, his brother 
said Agustin enjoyed work¬ 
ing on cars with his friends 
and spending time with 
family. □ 


No excessive radiation at Detroit River aggregate spill site 


By JOHN FLESHER 
AP Environmental Writer 

Tests at a Michigan indus¬ 
trial site where limestone 
construction aggregate 
recently spilled into the De¬ 
troit River turned up no in¬ 
dication of excessive radia¬ 
tion levels, a state agency 
reported Friday. 

Staffers with the Depart¬ 
ment of Environment, Great 
Lakes and Energy inspect¬ 
ed the Detroit Bulk Storage 
property with federal and 
local officials, taking radio¬ 
logical measurements and 
sampling river water just 
offshore in southwest De¬ 
troit, spokesman Nick As- 
sendelft said. A drone pro¬ 
vided aerial footage. 
"Today's testing confirmed 


there is no elevated radia¬ 
tion risk to health or the en¬ 
vironment associated with 
the collapse," the state 
agency said in a state¬ 
ment. 

The company stores and 
provides material for road 
construction, according 
to its website. It did not re¬ 
spond to phone and email 
messages from The Associ¬ 
ated Press. 

The release happened 
Nov. 26, although the state 
agency didn't learn about 
it until Wednesday, Assen- 
delft said. The company 
wasn't required to report it 
because the aggregate is 
not a hazardous material, 
he said. 

The aggregate was piled 


along a seawall, part of 
which collapsed, he said. 
The cause is undetermined, 
although one possibility is 
erosion on the swollen river 
— part of the natural chan¬ 
nel linking Lakes Huron and 
Erie, which with the other 
Great Lakes are experienc¬ 
ing the highest water levels 
in decades. 

The company was still try¬ 
ing to measure how much 
of the crushed limestone 
flowed into the river but 
provided a tentative esti¬ 
mate of 8,500 cubic yards, 
Assendelft said. 

The site formerly was occu¬ 
pied by the Revere Copper 
and Brass Corp., which pro¬ 
duced uranium materials in 
the 1940s and 1950s. That 


company was a subcon¬ 
tractor for the Manhattan 
Project, which developed 
the atomic bomb during 
World War II, according to 
U.S. Department of Energy 
documents. 

Staffers with the stage envi¬ 
ronment department test¬ 
ed for radiation in numer¬ 
ous spots near the river and 
elsewhere on the property, 
recording more than 1,000 
data points. 

Naturally occurring radia¬ 
tion levels in Michigan typi¬ 
cally range between 5 and 
8 microroentgen per hour 
(Ur/hr). Testing found back¬ 
ground levels at 4 Ur/hr at 
points farthest from the 
river and 3 to 5 Ur/hr closer 
to the water — including 


inside crevasses opened 
by the collapse, the state¬ 
ment said. The inspectors 
also took water samples 
from the river offshore from 
the spill site as well as up¬ 
stream and downstream. 
They will be analyzed for 
industrial contaminants in¬ 
cluding suspended solids, 
uranium and other metals, 
and PCBs. 

The spill isn't expected to 
endanger drinking water 
quality, according to the 
Great Lakes Water Author¬ 
ity, which provides water 
and sewage services for 
the Detroit metro area. 
The agency has two intake 
pipes in the river but both 
are several miles from the 
spill location.^ 








Roof collapses at 
historic church in 
black Florida community 


ORLANDO (AP) — The roof 
has collapsed on a 94-year- 
old Florida church that was 
only recently granted his¬ 
toric landmark status, fur¬ 
ther endangering efforts to 
preserve the surrounding 
black community. 

No one was injured when 
the roof of the Black Bot¬ 
tom House of Prayer in 
Parramore crumbled in 
on itself Thursday morning, 
news outlets report. It's un¬ 
clear what caused it, fire 
spokeswoman Ashley Pa- 
pagni told the Orlando 
Sentinel. 

"The slightest little change 
in shift of weight or wind 
and the rest of the building 
will collapse," Orlando Fire 
District Chief Bryan Davis 
told WKMG-TV. 

City officials ordered the 
unstable structure to be 
demolished. Pastor Dana 
Jackson and her two 
grandchildren raced inside 
Thursday trying to prevent 
that, and prayed for sever¬ 
al minutes before leaving. 
City Commissioner Regina 
Hill also arrived and had 
the demolition work tem¬ 
porarily halted, but it was 
expected to resume on Fri¬ 
day. 

Jackson bought the church 
in 2015 and was leading 
restoration efforts. She said 
it's painful to see it like this. 
"It’s a personal pain be¬ 
cause I used the money 
from the death of my son 
to purchase the church," 
she said. "It was my griev¬ 
ing project. The tears you 
see today is my work, it's 
folded." 



This photo provided by the 
Orlando Fire Dept, shows 
damage to the Black Bottom 
House of Prayer in Orlando, 
Fla., on Thursday, Dec. 5,2019. 

Associated Press 
The church was built in 
1925, according to it web¬ 
site. Black families had 
moved to the area in 1916, 
calling it "black bottom" 
for the rain-fed flood wa¬ 
ter that lingered so long, 
people had to use canoes 
for transportation. Initially 
known as the home of the 
Pleasant Hill Colored Meth¬ 
odist Episcopal congrega¬ 
tion, the church was later 
renamed Carter's Taberna¬ 
cle CME before getting its 
current name. The neigh¬ 
borhood born from seg¬ 
regation now faces gen- 
trification after struggling 
with poverty and institu¬ 
tional racism for decades. 
The Sentinel reported that 
its identity is in question as 
real estate values and rents 
skyrocket, forcing longtime 
residents out. Median rent 
in the zip code including 
Parramore climbed from 
$916 in 2014 to more than 
$1,200 this year, accord¬ 
ing to the online real estate 
company Zillow.Q 
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Supreme Court keeps federal 
executions on hold 



In this Jan. 24, 2019, file photo, the Supreme Court is seen at 
sunset in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By MARK SHERMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Supreme Court on Friday 
blocked the Trump ad¬ 
ministration from restart¬ 
ing federal executions 
next week after a 16-year 
break. 

The justices denied the 
administration's plea to 
undo a lower court rul¬ 
ing in favor of inmates 
who have been given 
execution dates. The first 
of those had been sched¬ 
uled for Monday, with a 
second set for Friday. Two 
more inmates had been 
given execution dates in 
January. 

Attorney General William 
Barr announced during 
the summer that federal 
executions would resume 
using a single drug, pen¬ 
tobarbital, to put inmates 
to death. 

U.S. District Judge Tanya 
Chutkan in Washington, 
D.C., temporarily halted 
the executions after some 
of the chosen inmates 
challenged the new ex¬ 
ecution procedures in 
court. Chutkan ruled that 
the procedure approved 
by Barr likely violates the 
Federal Death Penalty 
Act. 

The federal appeals court 
in Washington had earlier 
denied the administra¬ 
tion's emergency plea to 
put Chutkan's ruling on 
hold and allow the exe¬ 
cutions to proceed. 
Federal executions are 
likely to remain on hold at 
least for several months, 
while the appeals court 


in Washington undertakes 
a full review of Chutkan's 
ruling. 

The Supreme Court jus¬ 
tices directed the ap¬ 
peals court to act "with 
appropriate dispatch." 
Justice Samuel Alito wrote 
in a short separate opinion 
that he believes the gov¬ 
ernment ultimately will win 
the case and would have 
set a 60-day deadline 
for appeals court action. 
Justices Neil Gorsuch and 
Brett Kavanaugh joined 
Alito's opinion. 

Justice Department 
spokeswoman Kerri Ku- 
pec said the legal fight 
would continue. "While 
we are disappointed with 
the ruling, we will argue 
the case on its merits in 
the D.C. Circuit and, if 
necessary, the Supreme 
Court," Kupec said in a 
statement. 

Four inmates won tem¬ 
porary reprieves from the 
court rulings. Danny Lee 
was the first inmate sched¬ 
uled for execution, at 8 
o'clock Monday morning. 


Lee was convicted of kill¬ 
ing a family of three, in¬ 
cluding an 8-year-old. 

The government had next 
planned on Friday to ex¬ 
ecute Wesley Ira Purkey, 
who raped and mur¬ 
dered a 16-year-old girl 
and killed an 80-year-old 
woman. His lawyers say 
Purkey is suffering from 
dementia and he has a 
separate lawsuit pending 
in federal court in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. 

Then in January, execu¬ 
tions had been scheduled 
for Alfred Bourgeois, who 
tortured, molested and 
then beat his two-and- 
a-half-year-old daughter 
to death, and Dustin Lee 
Honken, who killed five 
people, including two 
children. 

A fifth inmate, Lezmond 
Mitchell, has had his ex¬ 
ecution blocked by the 
federal appeals court in 
San Francisco over ques¬ 
tions of bias against Na¬ 
tive Americans. Mitchell 
beheaded a 63-year-old 
woman and her 9-year- 
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Germany: Merkel's partners give coalition 'realistic chance' 



Norbert Walter-Borjans and Saskia Esken, designated 
chairpersons, hug each other after their speeches at the Social 
Democratic Party, SPD, party's convention in Berlin, Germany, 
Friday, Dec. 6, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By GEIR MOULSON 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — Germany's 
junior governing party is 
giving Chancellor Angela 
Merkel's coalition a "realistic 
chance" of survival, one of 
its new leaders said Friday 
before winning a mandate 
to seek new concessions. 
The party rejected a call to 
leave the government im¬ 
mediately. 

A congress of the Social 
Democratic Party formally 
endorsed a membership 
ballot's choice of the left¬ 
leaning duo of Saskia Esken 
and Norbert Walter-Borjans 
as co-leaders. 

In that membership bal¬ 
lot, whose results were an¬ 
nounced last weekend, 
members rejected a rival 
team of Vice Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz and Klara Gey- 
witz that clearly favored 
staying in Merkel's coalition 
and was backed by the 
party establishment. 

The congress formally ends 
a six-month leadership hia¬ 
tus for the struggling cen¬ 
ter-left party after former 
leader Andrea Nahles quit 
following a dismal perfor¬ 
mance in European Parlia¬ 
ment elections. But it was 
set to leave open questions 
about its future course. 
Esken and Walter-Borjans 
have been more skeptical 


then their defeated rivals 
about staying in the "grand 
coalition" of what were 
traditionally Germany's 
biggest parties, but also 
stopped short of demand¬ 
ing an immediate depar¬ 
ture halfway through the 
parliamentary term. 
Merkel's center-right Union 
bloc has made clear that 
it isn’t prepared to embark 
on a full renegotiation of 
the accord underpinning 
the coalition, which took 
office last year after the So¬ 
cial Democrats reluctantly 
agreed to enter the chan¬ 
cellor's fourth-term govern¬ 
ment. 

On Friday, delegates 


backed a motion drawn 
up with the new leadership 
that calls for talks with the 
Union aimed at raising the 
national minimum wage, 
increasing public invest¬ 
ment and raising the price 
of carbon dioxide in a re¬ 
cently agreed package of 
climate measures. 

It was careful not to set 
specific targets, and avoid¬ 
ed both setting a time limit 
and taking a clear position 
on the coalition's future. It 
said that the party leader¬ 
ship will evaluate the situa¬ 
tion after the talks. 

That didn't go far enough 
for some left-wingers, but 
their call for an immediate 


exit was easily defeated. 
The motion "is formulated 
in such a way that we can 
negotiate with the Union, 
with all respect and on a 
fair level, about the ques¬ 
tion of the 'grand coalition' 
continuing," Esken said in a 
speech to delegates. 

"I was and I am skeptical 
as far as the future of this 
'grand coalition' is con¬ 
cerned. I haven't changed 
my mind," she added. "But 
with this motion, we are giv¬ 
ing the coalition a realistic 
chance of continuing — no 
more but also no less." 
Flowever long the coalition 
lasts, Esken pledged to im¬ 
plement "steadfast Social 
Democratic politics" in it. 
Walter-Borjans underlined 
his skepticism about the 
Merkel government's pol¬ 
icy of keeping the Ger¬ 
man budget balanced, a 
policy known as the "black 
zero" that Scholz — who 
is finance minister as well 
as vice chancellor — has 
helped implement. 

"If the black zero stands 
against a better future for 
our children, then it is wrong 
— then it must go," Walter- 
Borjans said. That also goes 
for the "debt brake," a rule 
that limits new borrowing, 
he added. 

"We are in this coalition and 
we are in a democracy. 


and we must be prepared 
to make compromises," he 
said. "But they must be jus¬ 
tifiable and they must not 
obscure what we stand 
for." 

Esken won the backing of 
75.9% of delegates at Fri¬ 
day's meeting to become 
co-leader and Walter-Bor¬ 
jans won 89.2%. 

Both ran unopposed. But 
they face a tougher job to 
win over the wider German 
public. 

Polls currently show support 
for the Social Democrats at 
13 or 14%. That compares 
with their already poor 
showing of 20.5% in the 
2017 election; support for 
Merkel's Union bloc is about 
twice as high and the So¬ 
cial Democrats also have 
fallen behind the Greens, 
traditionally smaller rivals 
on the left. 

If the Social Democrats do 
in the end decide to walk 
out of the coalition, it's un¬ 
clear what would happen. 
Merkel's bloc could seek to 
carry on in a minority gov¬ 
ernment or, theoretically at 
least, negotiate an alterna¬ 
tive coalition; or the result 
could eventually be an 
early election. 

Merkel has said that this will 
be her final term. The next 
election is currently due in 
the fall of 2021.□ 


Lebanese PM asks friendly nations for credit amid crisis 



Anti-government protesters shout slogans during ongoing 
protests against the Lebanese political class and the financial 
crisis, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon’s 
outgoing prime minister 
called on several Arab 
and world leaders Friday 
to help his country secure 
credit lines for imports from 
friendly nations as the tiny 
Mediterranean country 
passes through its worst 
economic and financial 
crisis in decades. 
According to a statement 
released by his office, 
Saad FHariri sent letters to 
the leaders of Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, Egypt, France, China, 
Russia, Italy and the United 
States as part of his efforts 
to ease the liquidity crisis 
and secure food stuff and 
raw materials. 

Lebanon is experiencing 
its worst economic and 
financial crisis amid zero 


economic growth and 
massive debt. Local banks 
have imposed unprec¬ 
edented capital controls 
and thousands of em¬ 
ployees have been either 


laid off or had their sala¬ 
ries slashed. The crisis has 
worsened since Oct. 17, 
when nationwide protests 
against years of corrup¬ 
tion and mismanagement 


erupted, leading to the 
resignation of Hariri's gov¬ 
ernment two weeks later. 
Protesters now want that 
entire political elite, that 
has ruled the country since 
the end of the 1975-90 civil 
war, out. President Mi¬ 
chel Aoun said the finan¬ 
cial measures taken in the 
country are "temporary 
because of the current fi¬ 
nancial conditions." 

Aoun, who spoke during a 
meeting with international 
investment bankers, said 
that dealing with the eco¬ 
nomic and financial crisis 
will be the priority of the 
new government once it's 
formed. Fie added that 
offshore exploration for oil 
and gas will begin in Janu¬ 
ary and would boost the 
country's credentials. 


Aoun has called for bind¬ 
ing consultations with 
heads of parliamentary 
blocs to name a new 
prime minister on Monday. 
He added that the for¬ 
mation of a new Cabinet 
would help friendly coun¬ 
tries release $11 billion in 
loans and grants made by 
international donors at the 
CEDRE conference in Paris 
last year. Lebanon imports 
most of its basic needs, 
including wheat, petrol 
and medicine, leading to 
a huge trade deficit. Im¬ 
porters have been facing 
difficulties in getting U.S. 
dollars to cover imports as 
the local currency, which 
has been pegged to the 
dollar since 1997, lost 40% 
of its value on the black 
market. □ 
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Independence not on ballot but on voters’ minds in Scotland 



Scottish National Party (SNP) leader Nicola Sturgeon launches the party's election campaign bus, 
featuring a portrait of herself, at Port Edgar Marina in the town of South Queensferry, Scotland, 
before setting off on a tour of Scotland for the final week of the SNP's General Election campaign, 
Thursday Dec. 5, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By RENEE GRAHAM 
GREGORY KATZ 
Associated Press 
ST. ANDREWS, Scotland 
(AP) — Ask voters in this 
picturesque university 
town in eastern Scotland 
how they’re voting in 
next week's election, and 
they're likely to transition 
seamlessly from talking 
about which candidate 
they want to send to Parlia¬ 
ment to discussing whether 
or not they want another 
bite at voting for Scottish in¬ 
dependence, which voters 
rejected in 2014. 

The question of Scotland’s 
independence from the 
rest of the United Kingdom 
is not on the ballot, but it’s 
uppermost in the minds of 
many voters in St. Andrews, 
and elsewhere in Scotland, 
as they make their final 
choices. 

That’s because the deci¬ 
sion to take the United King¬ 
dom out of the European 
Union — known as Brexit — 
has upended the political 
landscape and exposed 
old divisions among Eng¬ 
land, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland, fraying 
the ties that bind the U.K. In 
Scotland, that means talk 
of independence. In North¬ 
ern Ireland, it means fears 
that the sectarian violence 
that plagued it for decades 
could return. 

These issues, and Brexit it¬ 
self, are just below the sur¬ 
face in the Dec. 12 gen¬ 
eral election. Rarely has an 
election been so fraught 


with implications for the fu¬ 
ture of the United Kingdom, 
a structure often taken for 
granted because of its fa¬ 
miliar symbols — the queen 
who has reigned for more 
than six decades, the Par¬ 
liament that is centuries old 
but is vulnerable as it en¬ 
gineers a radical change 
in its relations with the rest 
of Europe. Voters in Scot¬ 
land overwhelmingly chose 
to remain in the EU in the 
2016 referendum, so it's 
fair to say Scotland is be¬ 
ing dragged through Brexit 
against its will. 

The North East Fife district 
that is home to St. Andrews 
was the tightest in the Unit¬ 


ed Kingdom’s last general 
election only two votes 
meant victory for the Scot¬ 
tish National Party over the 
Liberal Democrats in 2017 
and the foes are grappling 
again. While they are unit¬ 
ed in their rejection of Brex¬ 
it, they are divided over 
whether Scotland should 
vote, again, on its own in¬ 
dependence. 

The Scottish Nationalists 
say yes, that Brexit is so 
dire it merits another vote 
on whether Scotland, an 
economic player in its own 
right, blessed with ample 
energy resources, natural 
beauty, and a rich tradition 
of self-sufficiency, should 


forge its own way as an in¬ 
dependent nation. The Lib¬ 
erals, meanwhile, remain 
committed to remaining in¬ 
side the U.K., even if Britain 
extricates itself from the Eu¬ 
ropean Union as scheduled 
on Jan. 31. 

Retired boxer Chris Hon- 
ess has no doubt where he 
stands: He's going to vote 
against the Scottish Nation¬ 
alists with the hope of quell¬ 
ing talk of another inde¬ 
pendence referendum. He 
thinks the whole structure of 
European defense would 
be threatened if Scotland 
breaks away. 

“I am 100% against the 
breakup of the United King¬ 


dom,” said Honess, 69. “I 
think we’re very good at 
complaining, actually the 
U.K. works very, very well. If 
the SNP (Scottish National¬ 
ist Party) were to succeed 
in breaking up the United 
Kingdom that would defi¬ 
nitely weaken NATO, and 
I’m a huge supporter of 
NATO." 

If no party gets an outright 
majority in the upcoming 
vote, SNP leader Nicola 
Sturgeon had made clear 
that any party looking for 
her backing in a coalition 
government will have to 
agree to authorize Scot¬ 
land to hold another inde¬ 
pendence referendum — 
and to accept the results. 
John Curtice, a professor 
of politics at the University 
of Strathclyde, said the de¬ 
bate over independence 
and Brexit are now closely 
“interlaced” in Scotland. 
He says the results in North 
East Fife and many Scottish 
districts in the coming elec¬ 
tion are extremely hard to 
predict. 

“When you're talking 
about Brexit, you're also 
tending to talk about inde¬ 
pendence," he said. “And 
when you’re talking about 
independence, you're also 
talking about Brexit.” 

It’s not just in Scotland. In 
Northern Ireland, some be¬ 
lieve the election, if it brings 
the current Brexit deal to re¬ 
ality, could nudge Northern 
Ireland away from the U.K. 
and closer to the Republic 
of Ireland. □ 


Greece: Thousands rally to mark 
police shooting anniversary 



Protesters gather during a rally in Athens, Friday, Dec. 6, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 

Thousands of protesters 
marched through central 
Athens amid heavy securi¬ 
ty Friday, to mark the anni¬ 
versary of the fatal police 
shooting of a teenager 
that sparked extensive ri¬ 
oting 11 years ago. 

Police said about 5,000 
people took part in an 
evening demonstra¬ 
tion that included youths 
from anarchist and anti¬ 
establishment organiza¬ 
tions, while earlier some 


2,000 attended a midday 
rally organized by student 
groups. 

About 3,500 police officers 
took up positions around 


the capital in an attempt 
to prevent the violence 
that has marked similar 
commemorations in past 
years. □ 
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World powers press Iran to reverse nuke deal violations 



The European Union’s political director Helga Schmid and Iran's deputy Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi, from left, wait for a bilateral meeting as part of the closed-door nuclear talks with Iran 
in Vienna, Austria, Friday, Dec. 6, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By KIYOKO METZLER 
Associated Press 
VIENNA (AP) — World pow¬ 
ers pressured Iran on Friday 
to reverse recent atomic 
activities that violate the 
landmark 2015 nuclear 
deal, but stopped short 
of deciding on whether 
to proceed with a move 
that could see the case 
brought before the UN 
Security Council and a 
“snapback” of sanctions 
that had been lifted under 
the accord, according to 
a Chinese official. 

Fu Cong told reporters 
after the meeting that 
brought together Iran with 
the five powers remaining 
in the deal that China had 
argued against invoking 
the so-called dispute reso¬ 
lution mechanism of the 
agreement. 

“Iran has made it very clear 
that all the actions are re¬ 
versible and that they are 
ready to come back to full 
compliance,” he told re¬ 
porters. 

The agreement, known as 
the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action, has been 
unraveling since the unilat¬ 
eral withdrawal of the Unit¬ 


ed States last year and the 
re-imposition of American 
sanctions, which has left 
Iran’s economy struggling. 
In response, Iran has re¬ 
cently exceeded the 
stockpiles of uranium and 
heavy water allowed by 
the deal, and has started 
enriching uranium at a pu¬ 
rity level beyond what is 
permitted. 


Tehran's violations all an¬ 
nounced in advance and 
verified by International 
Atomic Energy Agency in¬ 
spectors have been an at¬ 
tempt to pressure the other 
world powers involved 
France, Germany, Britain, 
China and Russia to offer 
new economic incentives 
to offset the effect of the 
American sanctions. 


Iran has previously sug¬ 
gested it would walk back 
those activities if it receives 
the economic incentives it 
needs. Following the meet¬ 
ing, Iranian representative 
Abbas Araghchi told re¬ 
porters that he thought the 
world powers “are inter¬ 
ested to find practical solu¬ 
tions so they can continue 
their economic coopera¬ 


tion with Iran.” 

“We see that seriousness 
amongst these countries, 
but of course there are 
problems and obstacles in 
the way,” he said. 
European Union for¬ 
eign policy official Helga 
Schmid, who chaired the 
meeting, tweeted that 
“we have a collective re¬ 
sponsibility to preserve" the 
agreement. She said she 
“urged all participants to 
report back to their capi¬ 
tals as strong efforts are 
needed by all sides.” 
Before the Vienna talks, 
German Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Christofer Burg¬ 
er told reporters in Berlin 
that Iran's approach was 
“unacceptable” and that 
diplomats would make 
that clear at the Vienna 
meeting.“We will under¬ 
score that Iran must fully 
reverse its breaches of the 
JCPOA,” he said. 

The European nations in¬ 
volved have threatened 
that they could invoke the 
dispute resolution mecha¬ 
nism, which can be trig¬ 
gered by any party to the 
JCPOA, if Iran does not 
comply. □ 


Iraqi official: 6 protesters killed, 30 wounded in Baghdad 


SAMYA KULLAB 
MURTADA FARAJ 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraqi 
security and medical of¬ 
ficials say unknown assail¬ 
ants shot at protesters in 
Baghdad’s Khilani Square 
late Friday, killing six and 
wounding 30. 

Officials requested ano¬ 
nymity in line with regula¬ 
tions. 

The attacks come one day 
after a string of suspicious 
stabbing incidents left at 
least 13 wounded in Bagh¬ 
dad’s Tahirir Square, the 
epicenter of Iraq’s leader¬ 
less protest movement. 
Iraq’s highest Shiite reli¬ 
gious authority called Fri¬ 
day for the formation of 
a new government within 
the allotted deadline, and 
without foreign interfer¬ 
ence, as the clock ticks 
down on lawmakers to 
select a new premier fol¬ 
lowing the resignation of 
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Anti-government protesters gather near barriers set up by security forces to close Rasheed Street 
during ongoing protests in Baghdad, Iraq, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Prime Minister Adel Abdul- 
Mahdi last week. 
Thousands of anti-gov¬ 
ernment protesters from 


across southern Iraq joined 
demonstrators in Bagh¬ 
dad’s Tahrir Square, the 
epicenter of the protest 


movement in the capital, 
hours after the sermon, 
according to security of¬ 
ficials. 


“We hope the head of the 
new government and it's 
members are chosen with¬ 
in the constitutional dead¬ 
line and according to the 
aspirations of the people 
and away from outside in¬ 
fluence,” the Grand Aya¬ 
tollah Ali al-Sistani said in 
his weekly Friday sermon in 
the holy city of Najaf. The 
sermon is always delivered 
by a representative. 

He added that the Shi¬ 
ite religious establishment 
would not take part in the 
government formation 
process. At least 400 peo¬ 
ple have died since the 
leaderless uprising shook 
Iraq on Oct. 1, with thou¬ 
sands of Iraqis taking to 
the streets in Baghdad and 
the predominantly Shiite 
southern Iraq decrying 
corruption, poor services, 
lack of jobs and calling for 
an end to the political sys¬ 
tem that was imposed af¬ 
ter the 2003 U.S. invasion.Q 
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Hong Kong police sound alarm over homemade explosives 



A protester holds a sign reading “Stop Tear Gas” during a rally against the police’s use of tear gas 
in Hong Kong, Friday, Dec. 6, 2019. 


By JOHN LEICESTER 
Associated Press 
HONG KONG (AP) — Hong 
Kong's much-maligned po¬ 
lice force provided a rare 
behind-the-scenes look 
Friday at its bomb disposal 
squad to show the poten¬ 
tially deadly destructive 
force of homemade explo¬ 
sives seized during months 
of protests that have shak¬ 
en the semi-autonomous 
Chinese territory. 

In a demonstration for me¬ 
dia cameras, the bomb 
squad set off a series of 
controlled explosions in a 
disused quarry overlooking 
the city's high-rise skyline, 
blowing up a watermelon 
and shredding the front of 
a minivan. 

In July, police announced 
the seizure of about 2 ki¬ 
lograms (4.4 pounds) of 
TATP, which has been used 
in militant attacks world¬ 
wide. Other recent seizures 
in Hong Kong involved 
far smaller amounts, just 1 
gram, of TATP, or tri-ace¬ 


tone tri-peroxide. 
“Obviously, I’m concerned 
that they are making TATP 
or are in possession of 
TATP,” said Alick McWhirter, 
the squad’s senior bomb 


disposal officer. 

Just 1 gram of the unsta¬ 
ble explosive, equivalent 
to the weight of a candy, 
could cause serious injuries, 
he said. 


Associated Press 

A demonstration blast of 
1 gram of high explosive 
at the quarry above the 
bomb squad’s fenced-off 
headquarters caused a 
loud bang. A blast involv¬ 


ing 50 grams, which would 
fit into a cigarette packet, 
sent shrapnel flying from 
the shattered front of the 
minivan. 

The squad used explosives 
with a destructive force 
equivalent to TATP but not 
TATP itself, because the 
substance is dangerous to 
handle and is susceptible 
to bumps, heat and fric¬ 
tion. 

“Because I like having 10 
fingers, I am not going to 
use TATP,” McWhirter said. 
In October, police said a 
homemade remote-con¬ 
trolled bomb intended to 
“kill or to harm" riot control 
officers was detonated as 
they deployed against pro¬ 
tests. Causing a loud thud 
but no injuries, the small 
blast was the first known use 
of an explosive device dur¬ 
ing the protests that started 
in June over a contested 
extradition bill and snow¬ 
balled into an anti-govern¬ 
ment, anti-police and anti- 
China movement. □ 


Indian police fatally shoot 4 suspects in gang-rape case 



People throw flower petals on the Indian policemen guarding 
the area where rape accused were shot, in Shadnagar some 
50 kilometers or 31 miles from Hyderabad, India, Friday, Dec. 
6, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MAHESH KUMAR 
Associated Press 
SHADNAGAR, India (AP) 

— Indian police on Friday 
fatally shot and killed four 
men suspected of rap¬ 
ing and killing a woman 
in southern India, leading 
some to celebrate their 
deaths as justice in a case 
that has sparked protests 
across the country. 

The men, who were in po¬ 
lice custody and had not 
been formally charged 
with any crime, were tak¬ 
en to the crime scenes, 
both where the rape and 
killing are suspected of 
taking place and the spot 
where the woman’s body 
was burned about half 
a kilometer (a third of a 


mile) away, according to 
Shreedharan, an official 
in the police commission¬ 
er’s office who uses one 
name. Another police offi¬ 
cial said the suspects tried 
to grab an officer's fire¬ 
arm and escape. That of¬ 
ficer spoke on condition of 
anonymity as he was not 
authorized to speak to the 
media. The burned body 
of a 27-year-old woman 
was found last week by a 
passer-by in an underpass 
near Hyderabad after she 
went missing the previ¬ 
ous night. The high-profile 
case has sparked protests 
across India. 

About 300 people gath¬ 
ered at the crime scene in 
Shadnagar, a town in the 


state of Telangana about 
an hour southwest of Hy¬ 
derabad, to praise police 
for killing the suspects. 
Some hugged officers 
and lifted them into the 
air chanting “long live po¬ 
lice,” while others show¬ 
ered them with flowers. 

But in New Delhi, some ob¬ 
servers condemned the 
police killing. “This type of 
justice is counterfeit,” said 
Kavita Krishnan, secretary 
of the All India Progres¬ 
sive Women’s Association. 
“The killings are a ploy to 
shut down our demand of 
accountability from gov¬ 
ernments, judiciary and 
police, and dignity and 
justice for women. We de¬ 
mand a thorough investi¬ 


gation into this,” she said. 
Maneka Gandhi, a law¬ 
maker from India’s ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party 


and a former Cabinet 
minister, accused police 
of taking the law into their 
own hands. □ 
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Mexicans fleeing violence form new encampment on border 



In this Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2019 photo, Luis, 38, left, a migrant fleeing gang violence in Michoacan, 
sits with his 13-year-old son on a bench in a public park facing a tent camp for refugees in Juarez, 
Mexico. 

Associated Press 


By CEDAR ATTANASIO 
Associated Press 
CIUDAD JUAREZ, Mexico 
(AP) — An exodus of mi¬ 
grants fleeing drug cartel 
violence and corruption 
in Mexico has mired hun¬ 
dreds of immigrants in ram¬ 
shackle tent camps across 
the border from El Paso 
and brought new chaos 
to a system of wait lists for 
asylum seekers to get into 
the U.S. 

Migrant tent camps have 
been growing in size at 
several border crossings in 
Ciudad Juarez, driven by 
a surge in asylum seekers 
from regions in southern 
Mexico gripped by cartel 
violence. 

One camp in Juarez is pop¬ 
ulated by about 250 Mexi¬ 
can asylum seekers, who 
are living in increasingly 
cold conditions as they 
wait for U.S. authorities to 
let them in to the country. 
They are among thou¬ 
sands of immigrants along 
the border waiting in Mexi¬ 
can cities, often for several 
months at a time under 
daily quotas set by Cus¬ 
toms and Border Protec¬ 
tion officials that govern 
how many people get to 
request asylum at each lo¬ 
cation. 

The wait lists are typically 
run by local Mexican of¬ 
ficials and organizations in 
consultation with the U.S. 
government, but the Mexi¬ 
can immigrants rejected 
the lists in Juarez and opt¬ 
ed to organize their own 
system at each port of en¬ 
try. Officials in both coun¬ 
tries agreed that Mexican 
immigrants should have 
their own waiting list and 
not one managed by gov¬ 
ernment authorities in Mex¬ 
ico because many of them 
are fleeing corrupt govern¬ 
ment authorities in Mexico. 
“American officials told us 
you know what, we can’t 
deny Mexicans entry. In the 
end it's the country that 
they're fleeing," said En¬ 
rique Valenzuela, director 
of Ciudad Juarez’s Centro 
de Atencion a Migrantes. 

The latest developments 
in Ciudad Juarez appear 
to be the first time that CBP 
has honored multiple lists 
in a single city, spawning 
a new level of confusion 


and competing camps 
with hundreds of Mexicans 
at each one as tempera¬ 
tures fall below freezing. 
Critics of President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s immigration 
policies have condemned 
the wait list system and a 
separate program, known 
as Remain in Mexico, that 
has sent tens of thousands 
of migrants back in Mexico 
as their immigration court 
cases to play out. 

Customs and Border Pro¬ 
tection officials say they 
have no role in operating 
the lists and are merely 
performing “queue man¬ 
agement” at border cross¬ 
ings based on capacity to 
process asylum seekers. 

On Tuesday evening in 
Juarez, smoke wafted from 
wood fires across the sea 
of blue and black plastic 
tarps as mothers cobbled 
together dinner for their 
families. 

At the end of the camp, 
cars filling six lanes of traffic 
honked and jockeyed for 
position coming and go¬ 
ing from The Bridge of The 
Americas, a border cross¬ 
ing bustling with tractor- 
trailers, taxis and commut¬ 
ers. 

The most common reason 
the camp’s occupants flee 
their homes in Mexico is the 
inability to pay protection 
money to local gangs. A fa¬ 
ther from Ciudad Hidalgo, 
Michoacan, said he closed 


his mechanic’s garage af¬ 
tergangs demanded high¬ 
er and higher monthly fees 
until he couldn't make the 
payments and they threat¬ 
ened to kill him. 

In the two months he's 
lived here in a plastic tent 
with his wife and 8-year- 
old daughter, they’ve en¬ 
dured the fluctuating tem¬ 
peratures of the desert and 
inclement weather that 
ranges from dust storms 
to rain. A narrow trench 
around the tent aims to 
keep runoff from flooding 
the place where his wife 
and daughter sleep. 

“In a single week, one lives 
through every climate,” he 
says. 

The immigrant, who asked 
his last name not be used, 
anticipates staying here 
until January, and the tem¬ 
peratures are already ap¬ 
proaching freezing. 

The Mexican government 
has set up shelters that 
have capacity, but he 
can’t go there because 
he'll lose his place in line. 
Cities like Juarez have had 
to manage growing mi¬ 
grant populations since 
the start of the Trump ad¬ 
ministration’s efforts to 
push people back and 
make them wait south of 
the border. 

Despite a commitment 
from both the U.S. and 
Mexican governments to 
safeguard migrants from 


other countries, the en¬ 
campments and shelters 
appear to have little sup¬ 
port outside of pastors and 
local aid groups on both 
sides of the border. 

The first Mexican migrant 
camp in Juarez started at 
the base of a bridge where 
shootings, muggings and 
stabbings are common. 
Many opted for the camp 
in the park because it was 
less dangerous. 

In Matamoros, Mexico, 
roughly 700 miles (1,126 
kilometers) from Ciudad 
Juarez, an estimated 2,000 
people are waiting in tents 
next to a border bridge. 
There's little access to run¬ 
ning water, sanitary living 
conditions, or healthcare. 
One small nonprofit. Glob¬ 
al Response Management, 
started issuing flu vaccines 
this week after purchasing 
them from a local pharma¬ 
cy at roughly $50 a dose. 
Some desperate parents 
have sent their children 
alone to the bridge to 
Brownsville because the 
U.S. government exempts 
children deemed “unac¬ 
companied” from being 
rejected under the wait 
list system or “Remain in 
Mexico” program. The par¬ 
ents hope their children will 
eventually be placed with 
a relative on the other side. 
The wait lists are being 
challenged by immigrant 
advocacy groups in courts 


and by migrants them¬ 
selves, some of whom have 
been storming guarded ar¬ 
eas of the border to force 
Customs and Border Pro¬ 
tection officers to process 
them. Many immigrants 
have been victims of rob¬ 
beries, sexual assaults and 
other crimes carried out by 
cartel gangs. 

As night falls on the Juarez 
camp, a 16-year-old girl 
who fled the sexual ad¬ 
vances of a cartel boss in 
the violence-plagued city 
of Guerrero stops by a row 
of tents with her mother. 
They were deported after 
spending about a week in 
Border Patrol custody. Her 
documents say that she 
didn’t pass an initial test for 
asylum called a “Credible 
Fear Interview.” 

“Battles to enter, battles 
to leave," the teen says, 
listing off the paperwork 
and interviews they had to 
do even after their asylum 
claim was denied. 

Her father wants to return 
to Guerrero, where they 
own their home, but she 
doesn’t want to go back. 
They agree they’ll prob¬ 
ably try and work and save 
in Juarez for a year or so 
before they make a deci¬ 
sion. That way, she can go 
to high school without wor¬ 
rying about getting picked 
up by the mob boss. May¬ 
be he’ll forget her. 

“That was our tent, but 
now there’s somebody in 
it,” her mother says, point¬ 
ing to an asylum seeker 
who has her former place 
in line. “I don't know where 
we're going to sleep.” 

The camp sits on the edge 
of a towering monument 
to Benito Juarez, the pro¬ 
capitalist legal scholar 
and president after whom 
the city was named. In the 
1850s, he lived in political 
exile in New Orleans, Luisi- 
ana, working at a tobacco 
factory. The first Mexican 
president with indigenous 
heritage, Juarez became 
a lawyer and then a judge, 
advocating for the rule 
of law in the 19th century 
and leaving for his children 
a statement of principles 
quoted in brass letters 
along the white stone of 
the memorial abutting the 
tent camp.Q 
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Renaissance Marketplace is back with the greatest event of the year: 

Experience Aruba’s Christmas Spirit: Winter Wonderland 



ORANJESTAD — Winter Wonderland is a magical world 
created by the Renaissance Marketplace. For the third 
time this successful event is on and you simply cannot 
miss it. Locals are looking forward to this event the full 
year and visitors will not easily forget the experience. Un¬ 
til December 22nd the Marketplace is transformed into 
a Christmas fairytale with daily live musical entertain¬ 
ment, an ice skating court, Christmas cottages and meet 
& greet with Santa Claus and his elves. The village offers 
seasonal delights for everyone. This daily event is from 
6:00pm to 10:00pm. 

Jody-Lynn Desbarida is the Shopping Centers Marketing 
Coordinator and gladly explains what we are going to 
experience with Winter Wonderland. “Winter Wonder¬ 
land is a nice get away for adults and children. The main 
reason of Winter Wonderland is to bring people together, 
entertain them and bring them into the Christmas spirit. 
Besides that it is a great option for the community and 
visitors to meet and connect." For the little ones they offer 
the ice skating court to enjoy and the arts & crafts work¬ 
shops in Christmas theme, all for age four and up. There 
is a fun Dino jump, welcome to children from three years 
old. “And also important: We have free parking around 
the whole property.” 



Continued on Page 14 
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Renaissance Marketplace is back with the greatest event of the year: 

Experience Aruba’s Christmas Spirit: Winter Wonderland 



Renaissance Marketplace is located in the heart of Oranjestad, a short walking distance from the Main Street, and next to 
the picturesque Renaissance Marina. Find them on facebook.com/RenaissanceMallandMarketplace. 


Continued from Page 13 

This year there are Christ¬ 
mas cottages offering 
among others the popular 
Funnel cake and a photo 
booth for that great Christ¬ 
mas @ Aruba memory. “We 
have really good live mu¬ 
sic on stage and you must 
definitely visit our newest 
bar 5 o'clock Somewhere 
by Margaritaville,” Jody- 
Lynn explains. The popular 
local music bands Grupo 
di Betico, Las Unicas, Rob¬ 


ert Jeandor y su solo ban- 
da show, Claudius Philips y 
Oreo and many more will 
for sure make you ‘wanna 
dance’. 

Take that cab or drive your 
car to Winter Wonderland 
because this is full fun and 
a great ambiance. Mingle 
with the locals, shop, eat, 
drink, dance, feel happy 
and taste Aruba’s Christ¬ 
mas. Discover the magical 
world of Winter Wonder¬ 
land where you'll find the 
best Christmas spirit for this 


joyous season. 

Christmas to Jody-Lynn is 
being together with her 
family, the ones you love 
the most. It is also about 
having fun, thinking about 
life and of course enjoying 
the great food. 

“Christmas should be 
about giving, giving the 
best of you to everyone 
around you. I wish for ev¬ 
erybody the best that a 
holiday could offer; peace, 
joy and love to you and 
your family.”□ 


Goodwill Ambassadors of Playa Linda Beach Resort 



PALM BEACH — Recently, Kimberley Richardson 
of the Aruba Tourism Authority had the great 
pleasure to honor Aruba’s loyal and friendly 
visitors as Goodwill Ambassadors of Aruba. The 
Goodwill Ambassador certificate is presented 
on behalf of the Minister of Tourism, as a token 
of appreciation to the guests who visit Aruba 20 
years and more consecutively. 

The honorees were couple Victor & Mandy 
Muliyil visiting for 20 years, together with 
couple Raymond and Josephine Timmons 
visiting for 30 years. In five more years, Mr. 
and Mrs. Timmons will be entitled to receive 
the Emerald Ambassador certificate. The 
Emerald Ambassador certificate is the highest 
certificate that we present, and is given to 
visitors who have been visiting Aruba 35 years 
or more consecutively. 

This lovely group of people stated that they love 
the island very much, especially for its year- 
round sunny weather, nice sandy beaches and 
picturesque sunsets, delicious variety of foods, 
its cleanliness, and Aruba’s warm and friendly 
people whom became like family to them. 

Richardson together with the representatives 
of the Playa Linda Beach Resort presented the 
certificates to the honorees, handed over some 
presents and also thanked them for choosing 
Aruba as their favorite vacation destination 
and as their home-away-from-homeO 
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POINT GIVEAWAY 
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100,000 POINTS AWARDED 
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Ten daily winners of 10,000 points! 
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5a Eon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open daily 10am 1o 4nm | J.E. Irousquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 | tasinoalhambra.tom 

PltiY R'J': pun:»ib > Vrtit wiw.^arr.blflfl.flnshTm&Ui.fll g IF yam fit somtDiie you knilw IiAt d c □ir'-klmg piufcfon 


Bucuti & Tara earns rigorous Green Globe Recertification 



EAGLE BEACH — Bucuti 
& Tara Beach Resort just 
earned sustainability re¬ 
certification from Green 
Globe, which represents 
the International Standard 
for Sustainability. 

The Caribbean’s first and 
only carbon neutral ho¬ 
tel earned its 19th annual 
Green Globe certification 
through its steadfast com¬ 
mitment to provide a mem¬ 
orable vacation that's si¬ 
multaneously sustainable. 
In 2016, Green Globe 
awarded Bucuti & Tara its 
all-new Platinum status and 
named it “The World’s Most 
Sustainable Hotel/Resort.” 

"Bucuti & Tara Beach Re¬ 
sort continues to be a shin¬ 
ing example of sustainabil¬ 
ity throughout the region," 
shares K. Denaye Hinds, 
LEED AP, and the Green 
Globe Accredited Auditor 
who conducted Bucuti & 
Tara’s annual recertifica¬ 
tion. “Their standard op¬ 


erations embed respect 
for the environment and 
responsibility; encourag¬ 
ing those who work at the 
property to be a part of the 
solution, naturally. Guests 
who experience the resort 
also contribute to environ¬ 
mental standards without 
compromise. Their long¬ 
standing commitment to 
sustainability through their 
participation in the Green 


Globe Program and other 
notable certifications sets 
them apart. Continuously 
striving to improve year 
over year in their sustain¬ 
ability achievements, their 
award of Green Globe Re¬ 
certification signifies their 
success.” 

“Green Globe is the origi¬ 
nal eco standard for tour¬ 
ism, the one other certifying 


organizations respect and 
emulate,” shares Ewald 
Biemans, owner/CEO of 
Bucuti & Tara Beach Re¬ 
sort. “Bucuti & Tara is proud 
to continue meeting the 
stringent sustainability stan¬ 
dards set forth by Green 
Globe proving that travel¬ 
ing can be both fulfilling 
and responsible. 

The Green Globe recerti¬ 


fication wraps up a year 
of major sustainability ac¬ 
complishments for Bucuti 
& Tara. In April, the resort 
earned the World Travel & 
Tourism Council’s Tourism 
for Tomorrow Climate Ac¬ 
tion Award. While there, 
Biemans presented Bucuti 
& Tara’s path to becom¬ 
ing carbon neutral at the 
Global Summit, which was 
keynoted by former U.S. 
President Barack Obama. 
In June, Biemans was the 
first individual inducted into 
the Caribbean Hotel and 
Tourism Association’s Hall of 
Fame Award for Best Prac¬ 
tice for Environmental Sus¬ 
tainability. 

The following month Bucuti 
& Tara earned the Nation¬ 
al Energy Globe Award, 
an encore performance 
from the year prior. Along 
the way, it was heralded 
with accolades for its su¬ 
perb guest service and 
romance. To learn more 
about the resort, visit Bucu¬ 
ti.comO 
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POINT GIVEAWAY 


NOVEMBER 29 - DECEMBER 22, 2019 

100.000 POINTS AWARDED 

Every Friday/ Saturday and Sunday 
Ten daily winners of 10,000 points! 

Earn 100 base slot points or 8 table credits 
and swipe up to five times daily at any kiosk. 


Get a FREE Alhambra 

T-Shirt when you earn 2SG 
Slot Points on Sunday with 
your Players' Club cardl 


See PtoyeiV C/ub for detat!*. 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Student award ceremony 2018-2019 


ORANJESTAD — The Aula 
at the University of Aruba 
(UA), a converted chapel, 
was once a place of quiet 
contemplation; but on the 
evening of Friday, Novem¬ 
ber 29th, it was filled with 
thunderous applause for 
the students who submitted 
the best thesis papers for 
the 2018-2019 academic 
year. 

The evening's festivities 
kicked off with inspirational 
words from Nurianne Arias 
Helder and Brian Dirkszs. 
And also it was an exciting 
night for students from the 
various student organiza¬ 
tions. MAGEC Aruba, The 
circle K club, the Studen- 
tenraad Universiteit van 
Aruba and the new student 
ambassadors for 2018-2019. 

The University of Aruba 
has a very progressive ap¬ 
proach to education. 

They are a forward-thinking 
academic institution which 



offers an educational ex¬ 
perience that provides 
students with a strong aca¬ 
demic foundation and ca¬ 
ters to the specific needs of 
the Aruban community. 

The students were award¬ 


ed for their academic 
achievements and par¬ 
ticipation in extracurricu¬ 
lar activities and display¬ 
ing leadership and mentor 
qualities. 

They are now official stu¬ 


dent ambassadors 2018- 
2019. 

The atmosphere of the 
Award ceremony was fes¬ 
tive and excitement crack¬ 
led through the air as the 


students received their 
awards. 

The evening ended with 
socialization under the 
stars, filling UA’s gorgeous 
gardens with inspirational 
vibrations. □ 
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Switzerland's Marco Oder- 
matt, bottom, poses for a pho¬ 
to with an eagle after he won 
the Men's World Cup super- 
G skiing race Friday, Dec. 6, 
2019, in Beaver Creek, Colo. 

Associated Press 

ODERNIATT TAKES 
BEAVER CREEK 
SUPER-G 
FOR 1ST 
WORLD 
CUP WIN 

By PAT GRAHAM 
AP Sports Writer 
BEAVER CREEK, Colo. (AP) 

— Marco Odermatt's fel¬ 
low racers watched from 
the top as he went too 
straight around one turn 
and nearly crossed his skis 
before another. 

They marveled at his ability 
to recover. They admired 
his capacity to stay com¬ 
posed. 

Above all: They know this 
22-year-old from Switzer¬ 
land will be a factor for 
quite some time. 

Odermatt went on a wild 
ride to finish the technical 
Birds of Prey course in 1 
minute, 10.90 seconds Fri¬ 
day to earn his first World 
Cup victory. Aleksander 
Aamodt Kilde of Norway 
was second, 0.10 seconds 
behind, and Austrian Mat¬ 
thias Mayer took third. 

"It was a perfect day for 
me, with a nearly perfect 
run," Odermatt said. "I was 
really on the edge. I was 
lucky." 



Prescott outplayed<by Trubisky 
as Cowboys lose again 

Chicago Bears 


ell Trubisky (10) runs for a 
touchdown during the second half of an NFL football game 

. iL *dSMtJV ..wMp ~ - oai 


la q a ins tit he Dallas Cowboys, Thursda vS DecTTb ^ Ujl yS in lC hi- 
cago. 

Associated Press 
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Switzerland’s Marco Odermatt passes the second gate in the Men’s World Cup super-G skiing 
race Friday, Dec. 6, 2019, in Beaver Creek, Colo. 


SUPER-G 

Continued from Page 17 

Or skillful. 

He nearly went out in two 
spots only to recover and 
keep on cruising to the fin¬ 
ish line. In doing so, Oder- 
matt snapped Austria's 
string of four straight World 
Cup super-G wins at Bea¬ 
ver Creek. He needed a 
run just like this, too — bare¬ 
ly on the verge of control 
around several turns. 

"It's whoever is willing to 
take the most risk and then 
pull it off," said Travis Ga- 
nong, who finished sixth for 
the top finish among the 
Americans. "Odermatt, he 
took way too much risk and 
somehow it worked out. 
That's a one out of 100 run." 
Odermatt was the second 
racer to take the hill, which 
can be a benefit or a detri¬ 
ment. On the positive side, 
the snow is still fresh. On 
the down side, there's no 
course report. 

The consensus was that go¬ 
ing that early and making 
that sort of mistake was a 
benefit for Odermatt, be¬ 
cause he was indeed able 
to recover on a cleaner 
track. 


The one thing he didn't 
do was panic. "I just didn't 
want to break there and so 
I went full speed there and 
lost not so much speed," 
said Odermatt, who was 
sure they were celebrating 
in his hometown of Buochs, 
Switzerland. "So it was pos¬ 
sible to do a good run." 

His run earned the admi¬ 
ration of Kilde, who was 
among those watching 
Odermatt from the top of 
the course. Then again, 
Kilde's been singing the 
praises of this new kid on 
the scene for a while. 

This was Odermatt's third 
career World Cup podium 
and first in speed. He took 
second and third places in 
giant slalom competitions 
last season. Odermatt also 
won four titles at the 2018 
world junior championships 
in Switzerland. 

"It looks so easy when he 
skis," Kilde said. "Today, he 
really charged. I knew that 
was going to be really fast." 
Like Odermatt, Kilde made 
a tiny mistake. But he still 
turned in a fast time as the 
No. 17 racer. "I knew," Kilde 
said, "I had to charge my¬ 
self ..." "And he did," Oder¬ 


matt playfully interrupted. 
"... And I did," said Kilde, 
who finished in a three-way 
tie for third place last sea¬ 
son during the super-G at 
Beaver Creek. "One mis¬ 
take here, and he has one 
mistake and together we 
were one and two. He's for 
sure the guy for the future. 
He's going to be the guy for 
Beaver Creek for the next 
20 years." 

Mayer had a strong run de¬ 
spite a sore hip. He crashed 


in a giant slalom training 
session Tuesday and wasn't 
sure how the hip would 
respond. Mayer won the 
opening super-G race of 
the season in Lake Louise, 
Alberta, last weekend. 

"My hip is better," Mayer 
said. "I'm pretty happy 
about third place." 

For German racer Thomas 
Dressen, this was about 
getting comfortable on 
the course again and not 
so much his place (27th). 


Associated Press 

He crashed a year ago 
in Beaver Creek and tore 
the ACL in his right knee. 
Dressen, who won the 
downhill in Lake Louise 
last weekend, feels even 
more comfortable ahead 
of Saturday's downhill. "It's 
not the course's fault that I 
crashed. It's mine," Dressen 
said. "If you're honest with 
yourself, you can learn 
from your mistakes. I like the 
course a lot. It's one of my 
favorites. ■q 


Former No. 1 Wozniacki to retire after Australian Open 



In this Friday, Oct. 4, 2019 file photo, Caroline Wozniacki of Denmark reacts after beating Daria 
Kasatkina of Russia in their quarterfinal match in the China Open tennis tournament in Beijing. 

Associated Press 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 

Former No. 1 and 2018 Aus¬ 
tralian Open champion 
Caroline Wozniacki will re¬ 
tire from professional ten¬ 
nis after competing in Mel¬ 
bourne next year. 

The 29-year-old from Den¬ 
mark wrote in an Instagram 
post on Friday that she 
wants to start a family with 
her husband, former NBA 
player David Lee, and work 
to raise awareness about 
rheumatoid arthritis. 
Wozniacki said her decision 
to stop playing "has noth¬ 
ing to do with my health." 
She announced in October 
2018 that she has rheuma¬ 
toid arthritis, an autoim¬ 
mune condition that can 
cause pain and swelling in 
the wrist and other joints. 
"I've always told myself, 
when the time comes, that 
there are things away from 
tennis that I want to do 
more, then it's time to be 
done," Wozniacki wrote. "In 


recent months, I've realized 
that there is a lot more in 
life that I'd like to accom¬ 
plish off the court." 

She is currently ranked No. 
37 after going 20-15 with¬ 


out a singles title in 2019. 
Coached for much of her 
career by her father, Piotr, 
a former professional soc¬ 
cer player, Wozniacki used 
tremendous court cover¬ 


age — she ran in the New 
York City Marathon — and 
uncanny ability to get back 
shot after shot from oppo¬ 
nents in a counter-punch¬ 
ing style to win 30 WTA 


titles, including the season¬ 
ending tour championships 
in 2017. 

At just 19, Wozniacki was 
the runner-up to Kim Cli- 
jsters at the 2009 U.S. Open, 
then again was the runner- 
up at Flushing Meadows in 
2014 to her good friend Ser¬ 
ena Williams. 

Wozniacki claimed her first 
major championship in her 
third such final, and 43rd 
appearance in a Grand 
Slam tournament, at last 
year's Australian Open. 
She beat Simona Halep in 
a three-set final to return 
to the top of the rankings 
after a six-year absence, a 
record. 

As someone who had 
played so well, for so long, 
without ever quite claiming 
one of her sport's most im¬ 
portant trophies until then, 
Wozniacki was thrilled to 
set aside all of the ques¬ 
tions about whether she 
ever would win a major 
titleO 
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Mitchell Trubisky helps Bears beat Cowboys 31 -24 



Chicago Bears quarterback Mitchell Trubisky (10) runs in for a touchdown against Dallas Cowboys' 
Chidobe Awuzie (24) during the second half of an NFL football game, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2019, in 
Chicago. 

Associated Press 


By ANDREW SELIGMAN 
AP Sports Writer 
CHICAGO (AP) — Mitchell 
Trubisky and the Chicago 
Bears appear to be hitting 
their stride, even if it might 
be too late to salvage their 
season.Trubisky threw three 
touchdown passes and 
ran for a score in Chica¬ 
go’s 31-24 victory over Dak 
Prescott and the slumping 
Dallas Cowboys on Thurs¬ 
day night. 

In a matchup between 
disappointing teams that 
made the playoffs last sea¬ 
son, the Bears (7-6) came 
away with their fourth win in 
five games after dropping 
four in a row. The Cowboys 
(6-7) have lost seven of 10 
since a 3-0 start. 

“I think it shows we're re¬ 
silient," Trubisky said. “We 
stick together. We believe 
in each other even when 
nobody else believes in us. 
It’s a special group in that 
locker room. We just want 
to keep this feeling going.” 
Trubisky shook off an early 
interception near the goal 
line to complete 23 of 31 
passes for 244 yards. He 
matched a season high for 
touchdown throws and set 
one with 63 yards rushing. 
That included a 23-yard 
scoring dash early in the 
fourth quarter to make it 
31-14. 

Allen Robinson caught two 
TD passes and Anthony Mill¬ 
er had one as Chicago tied 
a season scoring high. 

On defense, Khalil Mack 
had a sack but I ineback- 
er Roquan Smith left the 
game with a pectoral injury 
on the opening drive, with 
coach Matt Nagy saying 
it “doesn’t look real good 
for him.” Still, the Bears took 


out the NFC East leaders 
after beating the struggling 
Detroit Lions twice and 
New York Giants in recent 
weeks. 

“Most teams at some point 
in time will hit some type 
of adversity,” Nagy said. 
“We went through that 
four-game stretch. It was 
difficult in a lot of different 
ways. ... Everybody’s see¬ 
ing what type of people we 
have on this football team. 
No one's flinched. We've 
pulled together. We've be¬ 
come even tighter.” 

SLUMP CONTINUES 
Facing a top-10 defense 
for the third week in a row, 
the Cowboys once again 
couldn’t get their high- 
powered offense going. 

“I can’t put a finger on 
it," said Prescott, the NFL’s 
passing leader. “I wish I 
could right now. If I could 
we wouldn't be in this situ¬ 
ation, we would be get¬ 
ting over this and out of 
this slump, but that's the 
most frustrating part, we 
have the skill level, we 
have the players, we have 
the chemistry at times, But 
we're not playing together 
as a team, complementary 
enough when we need to, 
and we need to figure it 
out."Prescott was 27 of 49 
for 334 yards and a touch¬ 
down. Ezekiel Elliott ran for 
81 yards — his fifth straight 
game under 100 — and 
two scores. 

Michael Gallup had 109 
yards receiving. Amari 
Cooper caught six passes 
for 83 yards and a touch¬ 
down, but the Cowboys 
lost their third straight. They 
lead Philadelphia by a half¬ 
game in the division. 

“I know we have the right 


pieces in place, right play¬ 
ers, right talent. Just about 
doing it instead of talking 
about it,” Cooper said. 
TAKING CONTROL 
Kept out of the end zone in 
a 13-9 loss at New England 
two weeks ago and then 
held to two touchdowns in 
falling 26-15 to Buffalo on 
Thanksgiving, the Cowboys 
went 75 yards for a score 
on the game's opening 
possession. 

Elliott lunged in from the 2 
to cap a 17-play drive .Jour- 
dan Lewis then intercepted 
Trubisky's pass with a neat 
play near the left pylon, 
dragging his left foot. He 
was initially ruled out of 
bounds, but the call was 
overturned by a replay re¬ 
view. 

But it was all Bears after 
that.Chicago tied it early in 


the second quarter when 
Trubisky hit Robinson with a 
5-yard pass and took a 10-7 
lead on a 36-yard field goal 
by Eddy Pineiro. Dallas’ 
Brett Maher then missed a 
42-yarder wide right. 
Chicago added to the 
lead in the closing seconds 
of the half with Trubisky’s 
8-yard pass to Robinson, 
and Miller’s 14-yarderin the 
third made it 24-7.“l think 
we stayed ahead of the 
chains, we scored early, 
we were able to get the 
run game going,” Robinson 
said. “All aspects of our of¬ 
fense were working today. 
We were able to keep 
them off balance." 

FOR KICKS 

Maher is 20 for 30 on field 
goals this season after go¬ 
ing 1 of 2. The 10 misses are 
more than any other NFL 


kicker has had in a season 
the past four years. 

INJURIES 

Cowboys: WR Cedric Wil¬ 
son jammed his left leg try¬ 
ing to catch a long pass 
in the closing minute. ... 
LB Leighton Vander Esch 
(neck), NT Antwaun Woods 
(knee) and S Jeff Heath 
(shoulder) were inactive. 
Bears: WR Javon Wims 
(knee) walked off gingerly 
in the closing seconds of 
the first half after an awk¬ 
ward landing as he tried to 
make a leaping catch in 
the end zone. ... CB Prince 
Amukamara (hamstring) 
was inactive after being list¬ 
ed as doubtful.... WR Taylor 
Gabriel (concussion), TE 
Ben Braunecker (concus¬ 
sion) and RT Bobby Massie 
(ankle) all missed their sec¬ 
ond straight game.Q 



























New York Knicks coach David Fizdale reacts during the first half 
of the team's NBA basketball game against the Denver Nuggets, 
Thursday, Dec. 5, 2019, at Madison Square Garden in New York. 

Associated Press 


AP source: 

NY Knicks 
fire coach 
David Fizdale 

By BRIAN MAHONEY 
AP Basketball Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The New York Knicks fired coach Da¬ 
vid Fizdale on Friday after two straight blowout losses 
dropped them to 4-18, a person with knowledge of the 
decision said. 

Fizdale ran practice earlier in the day but was then fired, 
the person told The Associated Press on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because no announcement had been made. 

The Knicks have lost eight straight games, with the last two 
by scores of 132-88 to Milwaukee on Monday night and 
129-92 to Denver on Thursday night. They have the worst 
record in the Eastern Conference after finishing with the 
worst record in the NBA last season in Fizdale's first season. 
Fizdale's firing was first reported by ESPN. 

The Knicks went 17-65 last season to match the worst re¬ 
cord in franchise history and they are on pace to even 
worse this season. New York missed out on the top stars 
that were available in free agency and the players they 
did get haven't meshed nearly well enough. 

Still, team executives expected better results, saying so 
with an unusual press conference to express their disap¬ 
pointment after a loss to Cleveland on Nov. 10 dropped 
them to 2-8. 

Team President Steve Mills and general manager Scott 
Perry said then they remained confident in Fizdale. But 
things didn't get much better from there, especially once 
the schedule turned tougher this month. 

And it led to the second straight quick exit for Fizdale as a 
head coach. The former Miami assistant led Memphis to 
the playoffs in his first season, but then was fired after the 
Grizzlies got off to a 7-12 start in 2017-18 and he clashed 
with center Marc Gasol. 

New York will turn to its 13th coach since Jeff Van Gundy 
resigned in the 2001-02 season. The Knicks have been one 
of the worst franchises in sports since, with just a single 
playoff series victory and a current stretch of six straight 
losing seasons. 

They believed a turnaround could come this summer, 
when they had enough money to sign two superstars af¬ 
ter trading All-Star Kristaps Porzingis to Dallas last summer. 
But Kevin Durant and Kyrie Irving agreed to join Brooklyn 
in the opening hours of free agency and the Knicks had 
to move on to players that included Julius Randle, Bobby 
Portis, Taj Gibson and Marcus Morris - who largely play the 
same position. The Knicks host Indiana on Saturday, then 
begin a four-game trip Tuesday in PortlandO 




Houston Rockets guard Russell Westbrook (0) controls the ball between Toronto Raptors' 
defenders, left to right, Terence Davis, Serge Ibaka and Kyle Lowry during second half NBA 
action in Toronto on Thursday, Dec. 5, 2019. 

Associated Press 

Rockets rebound to 
beat Raptors 119-109 


By The Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — Russell Westbrook had 
19 points, 13 rebounds and 11 assists, 
James Harden shook off a slow start to 
score 23 points and the Houston Rock¬ 
ets beat the Toronto Raptors 119-109 on 
Thursday night, snapping a three-game 
road losing streak. 

Ben McLemore had a season-high 28 
points, P.J. Tucker added 18 points and 
11 rebounds, and Danuel House Jr. 
scored 16 as the Rockets handed To¬ 
ronto its second straight home loss after 
a franchise-record nine straight wins to 
begin the season. 

Pascal Siakam scored 24 points, Fred 
VanVIeet had 20 and Kyle Lowry 19 as 
the Raptors lost back-to-back regular- 
season home games for the first time 
since losing to Oklahoma City and Char¬ 
lotte last March 22 and 24. 

McLemore set a career high by making 
eight 3-pointers on 17 attempts. Tucker 
matched his season high with five made 
3-pointers. Houston finished 22 for 55 
from long range. 

Harden shot 7 for 11, his fewest attempts 
of the season. He failed to finish as Hous¬ 
ton's leading scorer for the second time 
this season. The only other time was 
an opening-night loss to Milwaukee, in 
which Harden shot 2 for 13 and scored 
19 points. 

Harden landed heavily after taking con¬ 
tact on his drive to end the third. He was 
tended to by trainers before getting to 
his feet and slowly walking to the locker 
room, but returned 2 1 /2 minutes into the 
final quarter. 

WIZARDS 119, 76ERS 113 
WASHINGTON (AP) — As well as the Phil¬ 
adelphia 76ers have been playing at 
home lately, they just can't consistently 
get their act together on the road, and 
a combined 15 turnovers by Joel Embiid 


and Ben Simmons contributed to a loss 
at Washington. 

The Sixers dropped to 5-7 away from 
Philadelphia — where they are 10-0 this 
season — despite 33 points from Tobias 
Harris, 26 points and a season-best 21 re¬ 
bounds from Embiid, and 17 points and 
10 assists from Simmons. 

Facing one of the most lax defenses in 
the NBA, Embiid had eight turnovers and 
Simmons seven. The 76ers ended up with 
21 in all, leading to 30 points for the Wiz¬ 
ards, who had lost five of their past six 
games entering the night. 

Bradley Beal had 26 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds for Washington. 

Rookie Rui Hachimura scored 27, while 
Davis Bertans scored 19 of his season- 
high 25 points in the second quarter. 

The 76ers have lost 10 games in a row at 
Washington; their last victory in the na¬ 
tion's capital came on Nov. 1,2013. 
SUNS 139, PELICANS 132, OT 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Devin Booker 
broke out of a perimeter-shooting slump, 
scoring 21 of his season-high 44 points in 
the third quarter, and Ricky Rubio pow¬ 
ered Phoenix with four points and a criti¬ 
cal assist in overtime in a victory over 
New Orleans. 

Playing the back end of a back-to-back, 
Phoenix led by 18 points entering the 
fourth quarter, but the Pelicans fought 
back with five 3-pointers, two by the nor¬ 
mally scatter-shooting Lonzo Ball, to tie 
it at 125. The Pelicans had a chance to 
win in regulation, but Brandon Ingram 
missed a 15-foot jumper from the right 
baseline as time expired. 

In overtime, Ingram's conventional 
three-point play tied it at 129, but Rubio 
hit a 12-footer and a scoop in the lane 
and then added a no-look assist to put 
the Suns up 135-129. Rubio finished with 
15 assists.Q 
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Woodland leads in the Bahamas as Tiger gets within 2 shots 



Patrick Reed tees off on the par-5 ninth hole at Albany Golf Club during the second round of the 
Hero World Challenge in Nassau, Bahamas, Thursday Dec. 5 2019. 

Associated Press 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

NASSAU, Bahamas (AP) — 

Two big birdies from Gary 
Woodland gave him the 
lead in the Hero World 
Challenge. A closing birdie 
on a hole that has vexed Ti¬ 
ger Woods put him in range 
of a third victory this year. 
Patrick Reed fully expected 
to be right there within until 
watching video of his club 
moving sand away from his 
golf ball in a waste area, 
leading to a two-shot pen¬ 
alty in a round that didn't 
go all that well in the first 
place. 

The end of an entertain¬ 
ing round in this holiday 
event in the tropics set up 
what figures to be a lively 
conclusion. Woodland's fi¬ 
nal two birdies gave him a 
4-under 68 and a one-shot 
lead over Henrik Stenson. 
Six players were separated 
by three shots. 

That includes Woods, who 
hasn't won his event since 
it was in California in 2011. 
With one eye on being 
a playing captain at the 
Presidents Cup next week 
in Australia, Woods focused 
on birdies instead of poten¬ 
tial pairings at Royal Mel¬ 
bourne was two shots off 
the lead. 

The final round is Saturday 
so the American team — 
11 are in the tournament, 
Dustin Johnson is coming to 
the Bahamas to join them 
on the charter — can get 
an early start across the 
globe. 

"I just have to focus on go¬ 


ing out there and making 
birdies," Woods said. "And 
then I have 23 hours on a 
plan to recover." 

Woodland makes his Presi¬ 
dents Cup debut next 
week, and he appears 
to be in good form. He 
dropped only one shot, 
gave another way by fail¬ 
ing to birdie the par-5 15th, 
and then finished in style. 
First, he holed a 30-foot putt 
on the par-3 17th. Then, 
with the wind at his back, 
he hit wedge to 3 feet for 
another birdie. 

On Thursday, he ended his 
round with three straight 
birdies. 

"It was a nice finish, same 
as yesterday," he said. "So 
excited about where I'm 


at and I look forward to to¬ 
morrow." 

The next two weeks cap 
off a memorable year for 
Woods, who won his first 
major at Pebble Beach in 
the U.S. Open, and then 
his wife had twins. This is 
the first time traveling with 
the entire family — three 
kids under 2 — and they 
couldn't fit all the car seats 
and strollers on the plane. 

It was a forgettable day for 
Reed in so many ways. 
Staked to a three-shot lead, 
he didn't make a birdie un¬ 
til the 14th hole, a short par 
4 that can be reached off 
the tee. He added two 
more down the stretch, 
only to lose two strokes in 
the scoring room. 


Reed was in a sandy waste 
area left of the fairway on 
the par-5 11th when video 
clearly caught his sand 
wedge removing sand right 
behind the ball — twice — 
during practice swings. 
That's a violation of Rule 
8.1a (4) on removing or 
pressing down sand or 
loose soil. 

Reed says the club was 
farther away from the ball 
than it looked on television, 
and he said with the face 
being open, he didn't real¬ 
ize the club had brushed 
away sand because "I 
didn't feel it drag." 

"So after seeing the video, 
it’s a two-stroke penalty. I 
accept that," Reed said. 
He’s still very much in the 


picture after his 74, three 
shots behind with only five 
players in front of him after 
a day feeling as though 
nothing was going in the 
hole. 

It's an All-Star cast in front of 
Reed, and chasing Wood¬ 
land. 

Stenson is trying to end 49 
starts worldwide without a 
victory as he tries to get his 
swing back to when he was 
at his best. The 43-year-old 
Swede shot 68 despite chip 
shots dropping into the 
wrong cup — a sprinkler 
head — on consecutive 
holes. He will be in the last 
group with Woodland. 
Justin Thomas, who has nev¬ 
er had a higher score when 
playing alongside Woods, 
kept that streak alive. They 
each shot 67 and will play 
together again in the final 
round. Defending champi¬ 
on Jon Rahm had a 69 and 
was two shots back. 
Thomas has become close 
with Woods, and they are 
a likely pairing next week in 
the Presidents Cup. Thom¬ 
as was particularly artful 
around the greens with a 
full flop shot on the ninth, 
and a 5-wood to putt it up 
the slope for a tap-in birdie 
on the par-5 third. 

"Look at that short game," 
Woods said. "Just go 
around and look at the 
shots he hit today. The kid's 
got great touch." 

That will come in handy 
at Royal Melbourne next 
week. For now, they're all 
playing for themselves and 
a $1 million checkO 


Blazers give Carmelo Anthony a 
guaranteed contract 


By ANNE M. PETERSON 
AP Sports Writer 
PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) —The 

Portland Trail Blazers have 
given forward Carmelo An¬ 
thony a fully guaranteed 
contract for the remainder 
of the season. 

The team had signed An¬ 
thony to a non-guaran- 
teed contract last month 
and had until a January 
deadline to guarantee the 
deal. 

Anthony, who hadn't 
played for more than a 
year before he was formal¬ 


ly signed on Nov. 19, has 
meshed well with the Blaz¬ 
ers, averaging 16.9 points 
and 5.9 rebounds since 
joining the team. 

The 10-time NBA All-Star 
was named Western Con¬ 
ference Player of the Week 
after he averaged 22.3 
points, 7.7 rebounds and 
2.7 assists over Portland's 
three-game winning streak 
last week. 

Anthony, 35, played seven- 
plus seasons for the Nug¬ 
gets before being traded 
in 2011 to the New York 


Knicks, where he spent six- 
plus seasons. 

He also has played one 
season each with Okla¬ 
homa City and Houston. 
The Rockets traded him 
to Chicago in January but 
the Bulls cut him before he 
played a game. 

Anthony filled an immedi¬ 
ate need for the Blazers, 
who became short-hand¬ 
ed at forward when Zach 
Collins injured his shoulder 
and required surgery that is 
expected to keep him out 
for at least four months. □ 



Portland Trail Blazers' Carmelo Anthony, left, is defended by Los 
Angeles Clippers' Patrick Patterson during the first half of an NBA 
basketball game Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2019, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 
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Landeskog scores 
in return. Avalanche 
beat Canadiens 3-2 



Colorado Avalanche's Gabriel Landeskog (92) scores against Montreal Canadiens goaltender 
Cayden Primeau as Canadiens' Jeff Petry defends during the first period of an NHL hockey game 
Thursday, Dec. 5, 2019, in Montreal. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
MONTREAL (AP) — Gabriel 
Landeskog scored in his re¬ 
turn from a lower-body in¬ 
jury and the Colorado Ava¬ 
lanche beat the slumping 
Montreal Canadiens 3-2 on 
Thursday night. 

Ryan Graves and Matt Cal¬ 
vert also scored and back¬ 
up goalie Pavel Francouz 
made 39 saves to help the 
Avalanche win their fifth 
straight game and improve 
to 18-8-2. Brendan Gallagh¬ 
er and Nick Cousins scored 
for Montreal The Canadiens 
have lost nine of 10 to fall to 
12-11-6. Cayden Primeau 
stopped 32 shots in his NHL 
debut. The 20-year-old son 
of former NHL player Keith 
Primeau played in the first 
of a back-to-back for Mon¬ 
treal, with Carey Price set 
to face the New York Rang¬ 
ers on Friday night. 
BLACKHAWKS 4, BRUINS 3, 
OT 

BOSTON (AP) — Jonathan 
Toews scored 54 seconds 
into overtime and Chicago 
recovered after blowing 
a three-goal, third-period 
lead to end Boston's eight- 
game winning streak. 
Toews picked up the puck 
after a turnover by David 
Pastmak and skated in on 
Tuukka Rask before back- 
handing it between the 
goalie's legs. The crowd, 
which thought Pastrnak 
had been tripped, began 
showering the ice with gar¬ 
bage. Robin Lehner made 


37 saves for the Black- 
hawks, who had lost six of 
their previous seven games. 
Ryan Carpenter and Dylan 
Strome scored 37 seconds 
apart at the end of the first 
period, and Alex DeBrincat 
scored off the opening fa- 
ceoff of the third period to 
make it 3-0 — the first three- 
goal deficit Boston had 
faced all season. 

ISLANDERS 3, GOLDEN 
KNIGHTS 2, OT 
UNIONDALE, N.Y. (AP) — 
Ryan Pulock scored a 
power-play goal 3:20 into 
overtime to lift New York 
past Vegas. Cal Clutter- 
buck and Brock Nelson 
also scored for the Island¬ 
ers. They won their seventh 
straight at Nassau Colise¬ 
um and snapped Vegas’ 
four-game winning streak. 
Marchessault was sent off 
for tripping at 3:10 of OT, 
giving the Islanders a 4-on- 
3 advantage. That led to 
Pulock's goal after New 
York won the faceoff in the 
Vegas zone. 

HURRICANES 3, SHARKS 2, 
SO 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — An¬ 
drei Svechnikov scored in 
the shootout, Petr Mrazek 
stopped San Jose cold in 
the tiebreaker and Caro¬ 
lina beat the Sharks. 
Svechnikov had a goal 
and an assist in regulation, 
Jake Gardiner also scored 
and Warren Foegele add¬ 
ed two assists for the Hurri¬ 
canes. Mrazek stopped 28 


shots. Svechnikov had the 
only goal of the tiebreaker, 
beating Aaron Dell with a 
forehand to his stick side 
in the third round. Mrazek, 
who had stopped Kevin 
Labanc and Erik Karlsson 
in the first two rounds, then 
stuffed Logan Couture with 
his pads and stick to end it. 
Marcus Sorensen scored 
and Couture added a de¬ 
flected goal for the Sharks. 
WILD 5, LIGHTNING 4 
TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Mats 
Zuccarello had a goal and 
two assists and Minnesota 
beat Tampa Bay for its fifth 
straight victory. 

Joel Eriksson Ek, Jason 
Zucker, Carson Soucy and 
Victor Rask also scored for 
the Wild, who have an 11- 
game point streak (8-0-3). 
Alex Stalock stopped 30 
shots. 

COYOTES 3, FLYERS 1 


PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Phil 
Kessel scored two goals to 
lead Arizona past Philadel¬ 
phia. 

Darcy Kuemper made 28 
saves and Conor Garland 
also scored for the Coy¬ 
otes. They improved to 10- 
3-3 on the road. 

Matt Niskanen scored for 
Philadelphia. The Flyers 
had won five in a row and 
had points in seven straight 
games. 

RANGERS 3, BLUE JACKETS 2 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 
Artemi Panarin scored the 
decisive goal in his return 
to Columbus, leading New 
York past the Blue Jackets. 
Panarin’s goal was his team 
leading 13th. He left Colum¬ 
bus after signing a lucrative 
tree-agent contract in the 
offseason with New York. 
Brendan Lemieux and Ja¬ 
cob Trouba also scored 


for New York, and backup 
goalie Alexander Georgiev 
made a season-high 45 
saves. Cam Atkinson and 
Seth Jones scored for Co¬ 
lumbus. 

STARS 3, JETS 2, OT 
DALLAS (AP) — Joe Pavelski 
scored on the power play 
2:02 into overtime in Dallas' 
victory over Winnipeg. 

The goal came 31 sec¬ 
onds after Josh Morrissey 
went to the penalty box. 
Tyler Seguin picked up a 
rebound of his own shot 
and sent a backhand pass 
to Pavelski, who scored his 
sixth goal this season. 

Dallas' Ben Bishop made 
36 saves, 15 in the third pe¬ 
riod and overtime. Jamie 
Benn and Denis Gurianov 
scored the first two goals 
of the game. The Stars had 
lost 11 of the last 14 games 
against Winnipeg. □ 



In this Oct. 30, 2019, file photo, Washington Nationals' Howie 
Kendrick hits a two-run home run against the Houston Astros 
during the seventh inning of Game 7 of the baseball World 
Series, in Houston. 

Associated Press 


AP sources: NLCS, Series star 
Kendrick, Nats agree for 2020 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Sports Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Post¬ 
season star Howie Kendrick 
and the World Series cham¬ 
pion Washington Nationals 
agreed to a $6.25 million, 
one-year contract, ac¬ 
cording to two people with 
knowledge of the negotia¬ 
tions. 

Speaking on condition of 
anonymity Friday because 
the deal was still pending a 
successful physical exam, 
the people confirmed 


to The Associated Press 
that an agreement was in 
place for Kendrick to return 
to Washington for what will 
be his 15th season in the 
majors. 

One of the people said the 
contract includes a mutual 
option for 2021. 

The 36-year-old Kendrick, 
who was a free agent, 
provides Washington with 
a middle-of-the-order bat 
and some flexibility in the 
field. He primarily plays at 
first base now, but started 


games at every infield po¬ 
sition except shortstop in 
2019. 

The righty batter hit .344 
with 17 homers and 62 
RBIs in 121 regular-season 
games before all of his 
postseason contributions 
provided some real pop 
in the postseason. He hit a 
tiebreaking grand slam off 
Joe Kelly in the 10th inning 
of Game 5 of the NL Divi¬ 
sion Series to lead the Na¬ 
tionals to a 7-3 victory over 
the Los Angeles Dodgers.Q 
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‘Sportswashing’ fears dog Ruiz-Joshua fight in Saudi Arabia 



Heavyweight boxers Anthony Joshua of Britain, right, and Andy Ruiz Jr. of U.S. pose during a 
weigh-in at Faisaliah Center, in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Friday, Dec. 6, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By STEVE DOUGLAS 
AP Sports Writer 
RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) 

— In one part of Riyadh, 
two of the world’s most 
high-profile boxers squared 
off at a weigh-in outside a 
5-star hotel ahead of the 
first heavyweight title fight 
to take place in the Middle 
East. 

Across town, American 
rappers Akon and Chris 
Brown were about to 
headline a concert at a 
UNESCO heritage site. 
Saudi Arabia is undergoing 
fairly radical social change 
in some ways under Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman, but critics say the 
country is using big sports 
and entertainment events 
to divert attention from its 
questionable human-rights 
record. 

The kingdom’s govern¬ 
ment-backed General 
Sports Authority has a dif¬ 
ferent view, saying the 
push to portray a new im¬ 
age of modernization and 
to boost tourism is “a jour¬ 
ney of transformation.” 
Anthony Joshua, the British 
fighter seeking to reclaim 
three heavyweight titles 
from Mexican-American 
champion Andy Ruiz Jr. in 
their rematch in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia this weekend, hasn’t 
just been fielding ques¬ 
tions about the bout. He’s 
also faced scrutiny over 
whether he is being used 
by the Saudis in a bid to 
“sportswash” their reputa¬ 
tion. 

“All I’m here to do is box,” 
Joshua told The Associated 
Press this week when asked 
if he had any concerns 
about fighting in the king¬ 
dom. “So away we go. We 
are here now. I’m comfort¬ 
able.” 

Reportedly pocketing $70 
million for being here, Josh¬ 
ua was unlikely to say any¬ 
thing else. 

“It’s a massive opportuni¬ 
ty,” he told the AP. “Boxers 
need opportunities. Every 
sport and every business 
needs global opportunity. 
It ticks a box for business, 
but also tourists and sports.” 
The “sportswashing” the¬ 
ory, as put forward by hu¬ 
man rights organization 
Amnesty International, 
among others, was also 


put to Joshua’s promoter 
this week. 

“I was driving up and down 
the road last night, thinking 
of all the criticism I’ve been 
getting. And I passed Gu¬ 
cci, Starbucks, Dunkin’ Do¬ 
nuts, Versace and Ralph 
Lauren,” Eddie Hearn said. 
“The Saudis want to show 
they are changing. And 
they want a more positive 
image worldwide by bring¬ 
ing in events. But isn't that 
what they should be do¬ 
ing? 

“They have got to change, 
and they are changing. 
But the great news is that 
boxing is going to be re¬ 
sponsible for those chang¬ 
es and that shows you the 
power of sport.” 

The “sportswashing thing,” 
Hearn said, was “over my 
head." 

Amnesty said in an email to 
the AP that it wasn't neces¬ 
sarily asking Joshua to boy¬ 
cott the fight, thereby for¬ 
feiting the biggest payday 
of his career, but rather 
that he “inform himself of 
the human rights situation 
in Saudi Arabia and be 
ready to speak out.” 

It's something Joshua has 
chosen not to do. 

There was a huge interna¬ 
tional outcry following the 
brutal killing of Washing¬ 
ton Post columnist Jamal 
Khashoggi at the Saudi 
consulate in Istanbul last 
year. Saudi Arabia denied 
any involvement by the 


crown prince but its own in¬ 
vestigation acknowledged 
the operation was planned 
by two of his top aides. 
There are strict limits on 
expression in the coun¬ 
try. Women's rights activ¬ 
ists and others have been 
targeted for arrest in the 
lead-up to women being 
allowed to drive for the 
first time last year. Prince 
Mohammed oversaw 
what was described as an 
anti-corruption roundup 
in 2017 that saw Riyadh’s 
Ritz-Carlton Hotel turn into 
a detention facility, and 
princes, government offi¬ 
cials and others detained. 
The roundup helped so¬ 
lidify Prince Mohammed’s 
power. 

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia 
remains mired in a year¬ 
long war in neighboring 
Yemen, the Arab world’s 
poorest nation, that has 
killed more than 100,000 
people and seen the king¬ 
dom criticized for airstrikes 
targeting civilian areas. 
Amnesty said it recorded 
146 executions in Saudi 
Arabia last year, the third 
highest in the world behind 
only China and then Iran. 
The executions are held in 
public. 

There is, therefore, a con¬ 
certed effort to improve 
the image of the regime, 
while using increased 
spending on sports and 
entertainment to promote 
it and advance Saudi’s 


“Vision 2030” a blueprint 
to wean the kingdom off 
its reliance on oil as prices 
lower. 

Amid a month-long set of 
events called “Diriyah Sea¬ 
son” that started Nov. 22, 
the Ruiz-Joshua rematch 
is the headliner. It started 
with a Formula E race last 
month, and will continue 
after the boxing with the 
Diriyah Tennis Cup an 
eight-man tournament 
including Stan Wawrinka 
and Daniil Medvedev and 
then the Diriyah Equestrian 
Festival. International re¬ 
cording artists have per¬ 
formed throughout the 
month. 

Tourist e-visas to the king¬ 
dom were issued for the 
first time last year — a 


one-year, multiple-entry 
visa that allows people 
from 49 different countries 
to spend up to 90 days in 
Saudi Arabia. 

“Thousands will be enter¬ 
tained in the cradle of 
modern Saudi civilization,” 
Prince Abdulaziz Bin Turki Al 
Faisal Al Saud, chairman of 
the General Sports Authori¬ 
ty, said of “Diriyah Season.” 
“Our arms are open and 
our welcome has never 
been warmer.” 

Certainly there has been 
change, with the crown 
prince regarded as the 
driving force behind loos¬ 
ening restrictions on wom¬ 
en, who were allowed in 
sports stadiums for the first 
time last year to watch a 
soccer match. A national 
women’s soccer team 
was created this year. A 
big step had already been 
made seven years ago 
when Saudi Arabia sent 
women to the Olympics for 
the first time. 

Nevertheless, women are 
still segregated and most 
cover their faces and hair 
with black veils and wear 
loose-flowing black robes. 
Hearn said he expects 
there to be “loads of wom¬ 
en” at the fight on Satur¬ 
day. 

And he is quite confident 
that Ruiz-Joshua will not be 
the last mega-fight seen in 
the kingdom in the coming 
years. 

“They can't believe they 
got this (fight) and it is near¬ 
ly here,” Hearn said, “and 
they are saying, ‘What's 
next?”0 


Chase Elliott gets 2nd most 
popular NASCAR driver award 


JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 

Chase Elliott’s run as NAS- 
CAR's most popular driver 
hit two consecutive years 
when he was voted as 
the sport’s top star. 

Elliott won the award last 
season, the first since Dale 
Earnhardt Jr. retired to 
end his streak of 15 con¬ 
secutive years as winner. 
Earnhardt Jr. fell one year 
short of the record 16 set 
by Hall of Famer Bill Elliott 


— Chase’s father. 

The award is based on a 
fan vote and sponsored 
by the National Motors- 
ports Press Association. 
Bill Elliott won the award 
every year between 1984 
and 2002 until he removed 
his name from consider¬ 
ation. But the honor was 
returned to his family last 
year with Chase’s first vic¬ 
tory, and the 24-year-old 
now seems to be a lock to 
reel off his own impressive 
run. □ 








SATURDAY 7 DECEMBER 


^TECHNOLOGY 



NATO researchers: Social media failing to stop manipulation 



This combination of images shows logos for companies from left, Twitter, YouTube and Facebook. 

AP Business Writer 


By KELVIN CHAN 
AP Business Writer 
LONDON (AP) —Social me¬ 
dia companies are failing 
to stop manipulated activ¬ 
ity, according to a report 
Friday by NATO-affiliated 
researchers who said they 
were easily able to buy tens 
of thousands of likes, com¬ 
ments and views on Face- 
book, Twitter, YouTube and 
Instagram. 

Most of the phony ac¬ 
counts and the activity 
they engaged in remained 
online weeks later, even af¬ 
ter researchers at the NATO 
Strategic Command Cen¬ 
tre of Excellence flagged 
them up as fake. 

The center, an indepen¬ 
dent group based in Lat¬ 
via that advises the military 
alliance, said the findings 
contrast with statements 
from tech companies that 
say they’ve been working 
harder on stamping out 
manipulation. 

“Overall social media com¬ 
panies are experiencing 
significant challenges in 
countering the malicious 


use of their platforms,” the 
report said. 

Online manipulation 

emerged as a major issue 
for tech companies af¬ 
ter the 2016 U.S. election, 
when Russian influence ef¬ 
forts came to light. The re¬ 
searchers found that most 
fake social media activity is 
bought for commercial, not 
political, reasons. It can in¬ 
clude Instagram influences 
trying to pump up their pro¬ 
files to make more money 


from their brand contracts. 
Fake accounts are still 
used for political means, 
though it's a minor slice of 
the industry and aimed at 
“non-western” pages, the 
researchers said, noting 
they were used to buy en¬ 
gagement on hundreds of 
political pages and dozens 
of government pages. 

To carry out the study, the 
researchers turned to the 
“manipulation service pro¬ 
vider" industry, which is ex¬ 


panding to feed the grow¬ 
ing demand for phony 
clicks and likes. 

They used 16 companies, 
most based in Russia, to 
buy fake online engage¬ 
ment for 105 posts on Face- 
book, Twitter, YouTube and 
Instagram. They spent just 
300 euros ($330) to pur¬ 
chase 3,530 comments, 
25,750 likes, 20,000 views 
and 5,100 followers. 

To avoid influencing real 
conversations, they only 


bought clicks for posts that 
were at least six months old 
and carried neutral and 
non-political messages, 
such as “Hello!” and “Thank 
you!” on New Year's greet¬ 
ings from European Union 
commissioners. 

Four weeks later, 80% of the 
fake activity remained on¬ 
line, the researchers found, 
as they sought to gauge 
whether the sites were in¬ 
dependently detecting 
misuse. They then report¬ 
ed 100 of the accounts 
as fake, but found about 
95 remained active three 
weeks later. 

Some companies were 
better than others, the re¬ 
port said. 

YouTube was the easiest 
site on which to create 
fake accounts but the best 
at countering artificial likes 
and video views. 
Manipulating Instagram is 
easy and cheap because 
the site is was largely un¬ 
able to detect and stop 
it, while Twitter was best at 
detecting and removing 
manipulation. □ 


Huawei asks court to throw out U.S. telecom funds ban 



Song Liuping, chief legal officer of Huawei, speaks during a 
press conference at Huawei's campus in Shenzhen in southern 
China's Guandong Province, Thursday, Dec. 5, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By SAM McNEIL 
Associated Press 
SHENZHEN, China (AP) — 

Chinese tech giant Flua- 
wei is asking a U.S. federal 
court to throw out a rule 
that bars rural phone car¬ 
riers from using govern¬ 
ment money to purchase 
its equipment on security 
grounds.The lawsuit an¬ 
nounced Thursday is Flua- 
wei Technologies Ltd.'s 
second legal challenge 
this year to Trump admin¬ 
istration efforts to reduce 
its already minimal U.S. 
market presence. The 
company is scrambling to 
preserve its global sales of 
smartphones and network 
gear following sanctions 
announced in May that 
limit access to U.S. compo¬ 
nents and technology. 
Fluawei, which says it is 
employee-owned and has 
no government ties, denies 
U.S. accusations it is a se¬ 
curity risk and might facili¬ 
tate Chinese spying. 
Fluawei is at the center of 


U.S.-Chinese tension over 
Beijing’s technology ambi¬ 
tions and complaints the 
communist government 
steals or pressures foreign 
companies to hand over 
know-how. 

Fluawei’s lawsuit in U.S. fed¬ 
eral court in New Orleans 
says the Federal Com¬ 
munications Commission 
acted improperly when it 
voted last month to bar ru¬ 


ral carriers from using gov¬ 
ernment subsidies to buy 
equipment from Fluawei or 
its Chinese rival, ZTE Corp. 
The decision “is based on 
politics, not security,” Flua¬ 
wei’s chief legal officer, 
Song Liuping, told a news 
conference.The lawsuit 
says the FCC exceeded 
its authority by making na¬ 
tional security judgments, 
designated Fluawei a 


threat without evidence 
and violated its own pro¬ 
cedures by adopting a rule 
without citing a legal basis. 
American courts have tra¬ 
ditionally been reluctant to 
second-guess government 
judgments about national 
security. In a separate law¬ 
suit filed in March, Fluawei 
is asking a federal court in 
Texas to strike down a ban 
on the U.S. government us¬ 
ing its equipment or deal¬ 
ing with any contractor 
that does. 

Meanwhile, U.S. prosecu¬ 
tors are trying to extradite 
Fluawei’s chief financial of¬ 
ficer from Canada to face 
charges she lied to banks 
about dealings with Iran. 
Chinese authorities say the 
United States is exagger¬ 
ating security concerns to 
block a potential competi¬ 
tor. 

Fluawei warned the FCC 
rule will hurt rural American 
carriers, which buy the Chi¬ 
nese vendor’s equipment 
because other major sup¬ 


pliers such as Nokia and Er¬ 
icsson are more expensive. 
Song said that while poten¬ 
tial lost sales are minimal, if 
the rule is allowed to stand, 
Fluawei might suffer “repu¬ 
tational losses” that will 
“have a further impact on 
our business.” Fluawei’s U.S. 
sales plunged after a con¬ 
gressional panel warned 
in 2012 the company and 
ZTE were security risks and 
told carriers to avoid them. 
Flowever, its sales in Europe 
and developing markets in 
Asia and Africa have risen 
steadily.Fluawei earlier 
reported its global sales 
rose 24.4% in the first nine 
months of 2019 over a year 
earlier to 610.8 billion yuan 
($86 billion). The Trump ad¬ 
ministration imposed curbs 
in May that threaten to 
disrupt Fluawei’s sales of 
smartphones and network 
gear by blocking access 
to U.S. technology and 
components including 
Google’s music, maps and 
other mobile servicesO 
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US gains a robust 266,000 jobs; unemployment falls to 3.5% 



In this Nov. 27, 2019, file photo Balo Balogun labels items in preparation for a holiday sale at a 
Walmart Supercenter in Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 


By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Hir¬ 
ing in the United States 
jumped last month to its 
highest level since January 
as U.S. employers shrugged 
off trade conflicts and a 
global slowdown and add¬ 
ed 266,000 jobs. 

The unemployment rate 
dipped to 3.5% from 3.6% in 
October, matching a half- 
century low, the Labor De¬ 
partment reported Friday. 
And wages rose a solid 
3.1% in November com¬ 
pared with a year earlier. 
Investors cheered the re¬ 
port, sending the Dow 
Jones industrial average 
up more than 300 points in 
late-morning trading. 
November’s healthy job 
gain runs against a wide¬ 
spread view that many em¬ 
ployers are either delaying 
hiring until a breakthrough 
in the U.S.-China trade war 
is reached or are struggling 
to find workers with unem¬ 
ployment so low. The pace 
of hiring points to the re¬ 
silience of the job market 
and economy more than a 
decade into the U.S. eco¬ 
nomic expansion the lon¬ 
gest on record. 

The steady job growth has 
helped reassure consum¬ 
ers that the economy is 
expanding and that their 
jobs and incomes remain 
secure. Consumer spend¬ 
ing has become an even 
more important driver of 
growth as the Trump ad¬ 
ministration’s trade con¬ 


flicts have reduced exports 
and led many businesses 
to cut spending. 

“Today’s jobs report, more 
than any other report in 
recent months, squashed 
any lingering concerns 
about an imminent reces¬ 
sion in the U.S. economy,” 
said Gad Levanon, an 
economist at the Confer¬ 
ence Board, a business re¬ 
search group. “Consumers 
are entering the holiday 
season with both the abil¬ 
ity and the willingness to 
spend."The healthy data 
suggested that the Federal 
Reserve, which meets next 
week, is unlikely to cut its 
benchmark short-term in¬ 
terest rate anytime soon. 
The Fed has cut rates three 


times this year to help nur¬ 
ture the economy. 

At the same time. Chair¬ 
man Jerome Powell has 
said the Fed is not inclined 
to raise rates in response to 
ultra-low unemployment 
until inflation has risen con¬ 
sistently, which has yet to 
happen. The perception 
that any rate hikes are a 
long way off has helped 
underpin the stock mar¬ 
ket's gains. 

Monthly job growth has 
picked up since summer: It 
has averaged 205,000 over 
the past three months, up 
from just 135,000 in July. 
Renewed concerns that 
trade will continue to 
hamper the U.S. economy 
drove stock prices lower 


earlier this week, after 
President Donald Trump 
had said he was willing to 
wait until after the 2020 
elections to strike a pre¬ 
liminary trade agreement 
with China. With the two 
sides still haggling, the ad¬ 
ministration is set to impose 
15% tariffs on an additional 
$160 billion of Chinese im¬ 
ports beginning Dec. 15. 
Both sides have since sug¬ 
gested that the negotia¬ 
tions are making progress, 
but there is still no sign of 
a resolution.The return of 
striking General Motors au¬ 
toworkers added roughly 
40,000 jobs in November, 
a one-time bounce-back 
that followed a similar de¬ 
cline in October, when the 


GM strikers weren’t count¬ 
ed as employed. Excluding 
the strikers, manufacturing 
jobs showed a small gain. 

In Friday's hiring data, be¬ 
sides reporting the healthy 
November gain, the gov¬ 
ernment revised up its es¬ 
timate of job growth for 
September and October 
by a combined 41,000. 
Outsize hiring for the holi¬ 
day shopping season did 
not appear to be a major 
driver of last month’s job 
growth. Retailers added 
just 2,000 jobs on a season¬ 
ally adjusted basis. And 
transportation and ware¬ 
housing firms gained fewer 
than 16,000. Both figures 
are below last year's to¬ 
tals. The shopping season 
is shorter this year because 
Thanksgiving occurred 
later than in recent years, 
which might be delaying 
some temporary hiring. 
Employers have been add¬ 
ing jobs at a solid enough 
pace to absorb new job 
seekers and to potentially 
lower the unemployment 
rate, though the pace of 
job growth is still down from 
last year’s rate. 

With tariffs hobbling man¬ 
ufacturing, the job mar¬ 
ket this year has under¬ 
scored a bifurcation in the 
economy: Service indus¬ 
tries finance,engineering, 
health care and the like 
have been hiring at a solid 
pace, while manufactur¬ 
ers, miners and builders 
have been posting weak 
numbers. □ 


China waiving tariff hikes on US soybeans, pork 


Associated Press 

China is waiving punitive 
tariffs on U.S. soybeans 
and pork while the two 
sides negotiate a trade 
deal, the Ministry of Fi¬ 
nance said Friday. 

Beijing promised in Sep¬ 
tember to lift the tariffs, 
adding to conciliatory 
steps that raised hopes for 
a settlement. The govern¬ 
ment announced then 
that Chinese importers 
were placing orders but 
no details of when the tar¬ 
iff exemption would take 
effect were released. 
China is “carrying out the 


exclusion,” the Ministry of 
Finance said on its website. 
The ministry and the Minis¬ 
try of Commerce did not 
respond to requests for fur¬ 
ther information. 
Negotiators are working on 
the details of a “Phase 1” 
agreement announced in 
October by President Don¬ 
ald Trump. 

The two sides have raised 
tariffs on billions of dollars 
of each other's goods, dis¬ 
rupting global trade and 
threatening to depress 
economic growth. 

Another U.S. tariff hike on 
an additional $160 billion 


of Chinese imports is due 
to take effect Dec. 15. 

Chinese spokespeople 
have expressed hope for a 
settlement “as soon as pos¬ 
sible,” but Trump spooked 
global financial markets 
this week by saying he 
might be willing to wait un¬ 
til after the U.S. presidential 
election late next year. 

A sticking point is Chinese 
insistence that Washington 
must roll back punitive tar¬ 
iffs as part of any deal. 

A Chinese spokesman re¬ 
peated Thursday that Bei- In this Friday, Sept. 21,2018, file photo, soybeans are offloaded 
jing expects such a move in from a combine during the harvest in Brownsburg, Ind. 
a “Phase 1” agreementO Associated Press 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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In this Friday Nov 22, 2019 file photo. Hunter, ◦ young Belgian Malinois, keeps an eye on Jazz, a 
nine-day-old giraffe at the Rhino orphanage in the Limpopo province of South Africa. 

Associated Press 


Abandoned baby giraffe 
befriended by dog in 
Africa dies 


Associated Press 
JOHANNESBURG (AP) — A 

baby giraffe that was be¬ 
friended by a dog after he 
was abandoned in the wild 
has died, a South African 
animal orphanage said Fri¬ 
day. 

“Our team is heartbroken,” 
the orphanage said. 

Jazz the giraffe collapsed 
after hemorrhaging in the 
brain. The Rhino Orphan¬ 
age said in a Facebook 
post. “The last two days 
before we lost him. Jazz 
started looking unstable 
on his legs and very dull, 
almost like he wasn't reg¬ 
istering everything," it said. 
“He suddenly collapsed 


and we could see blood 
starting to pool back into 
his eyes.” 

Resident watchdog Hunter 
seemed to realize some¬ 
thing was wrong and 
didn't leave the baby gi¬ 
raffe’s side, and was there 
when he died, the orphan¬ 
age said. The dog then sat 
in front of the empty room 
for hours before going to its 
carers “for comfort.” 
Orphanage staff had ex¬ 
pected this to happen, 
assuming that the mother 
giraffe had abandoned 
the baby for a reason, Arrie 
van Deventer, the orphan¬ 
age’s founder, told The As¬ 
sociated Press. □ 
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Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


facebook.com/ambatoday/ 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Del Pueblo Tel. 582 1253 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aru ba Ai rport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



December 7 

Royal Clipper 
December 8 
Carnival Sunshine 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI-Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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This May 20, 2019, file photo shows a Mexican gray wolf. 

Associated Press 


EPA rejects ban 
on poison bombs 
against cattle predators 

By ELLEN KNICKMEYER 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Trappers can keep using sodium 
cyanide bombs to kill coyotes and other livestock pred¬ 
ators, the Trump administration said Thursday, rejecting 
calls for a ban despite repeated instances of the de¬ 
vices also poisoning other wildlife, pets and people. 

The Environmental Protection Agency’s interim decision 
newly restricts use of the so-called M-44s within 600 feet 
of a home and 300 feet of a public road or path. Users 
also would have to post two warning signs within 15 feet 
of the poison bombs. 

The agency’s assistant administrator, Alexandra Dunn, 
said in a statement that the EPA had worked with the 
Agriculture Department “to ensure there are safe and 
effective tools for farmers and ranchers to protect live¬ 
stock.” 

The Center for Biological Diversity and other conserva¬ 
tion advocacy groups had sought a ban on the de¬ 
vices, which typically are covered with smelly bait, and 
are designed to eject deadly sodium cyanide when an 
animal stops to inspect and gnaw on them. 

In 2017, one of the devices injured a 14-year-old Idaho 
boy walking near his home and killed his pet Labrador. 
Collette Adkins, carnivore conservation director at the 
center, cited two earlier instances this century of the 
devices spraying sodium cyanide on people out hunt¬ 
ing for rock specimens or walking their dogs. 

Federal wildlife trappers and hunters reported killing 
6,579 animals with the devices last year, including more 
than 200 other nontargeted animals, including bears. 
“You're out hiking with your dogs and your children, and 
you come across these, you have to be lucky enough 
to see one of these signs," Adkins said. Any dog “that’s 
running around is going to get killed.”□ 



U.S. flu season arrives early, 
driven by an unexpected virus 


By MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The U.S. 
winter flu season is off to its 
earliest start in more than 
15 years. 

An early barrage of illness 
in the South has begun to 
spread more broadly, and 
there's a decent chance 
flu season could peak 
much earlier than normal, 
health officials say. 

The last flu season to rev 
up this early was in 2003- 
2004 — a bad one. Some 
experts think the early start 
may mean a lot of suffer¬ 
ing is in store, but others say 
it's too early to tell. 

“It really depends on what 
viruses are circulating. 
There's not a predictable 
trend as far as if if’s early it's 
going to be more severe, 
or later, less severe,” said 
Scott Epperson, who tracks 
flu-like illnesses for the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. 

There are different types 
of flu viruses, and the one 
causing illnesses in most 
parts of fhe counfry is a sur¬ 
prise. If's a version that nor¬ 
mally doesn’t abound until 
March or April. 

That virus generally isn’t as 
dangerous to older people 
— good news, since most 
flu hospitalizations and 
deaths each winter occur 
in the elderly. However, 


such viruses can be hard 
on children and people 
younger than 50. 

Louisiana was the first state 
to really get hit hard, with 
doctors there saying they 
began seeing large num¬ 
bers of flu-like illnesses in 
October. 

Children’s Hospital New 
Orleans has already seen 
more flu cases this fall fhan 
it saw all of last winter, said 
Dr. Toni Gross, the hospi¬ 
tal’s chief of emergency 
medicine. Last month was 
the busiest ever at the hos¬ 
pital’s emergency depart¬ 
ment. Officials had to set 
up a triage system and 
add extra shifts. Gross said. 
“It is definitely causing 
symptoms that will put you 
in bed for a week,” includ¬ 
ing fever, vomiting and di¬ 
arrhea. But the hospital has 
not had any deaths and 
is not seeing many serious 
complications, she said. 
Health officials fend fo 
consider a flu season to be 
officially underway when 
— for af least three weeks 
in a row — a significant 
percentage of U.S. doc¬ 
tor’s office visits are due to 
flu-like illnesses. That's now 
happened, CDC officials 
said this week. 

The agency on Friday es¬ 
timated that there have 
already been 1.7 million flu 
illnesses, 16,000 hospitaliza¬ 


tions, and 900 flu-related 
deaths nationally. 

The most intense patient 
traffic had been occurring 
in a six states stretching 
from Texas to Georgia. But 
in new numbers released 
Friday, CDC officials said 
the number of states with 
intense activity rose last 
week to 12. Flu is wide¬ 
spread in 16 states, though 
not necessarily at intense 
levels in each, the CDC 
said. 

Last flu season started off 
as a mild one but turned 
out to be the longest in 
10 years. It ended with 
around 49,000 flu-related 
deaths and 590,000 hos¬ 
pitalizations, according to 
preliminary estimates. 

It was bad, but not as bad 
as the one before it, when 
flu caused an estimated 
61,000 deaths and 810,000 
hospitalizations. Those 
2017-2018 estimates are 
new: The CDC last month 
revised them down from 
previous estimates as more 
data — including actual 
death certificates — came 
in. 

In both of the previous two 
flu seasons, the flu vaccine 
performed poorly against 
the nasty predominant vi¬ 
rus. It's too early to say how 
well the vaccine is per¬ 
forming right now, Epper¬ 
son said. □ 



In this Feb. 7, 2018 file photo, a nurse prepares a flu shot at the Salvation Army in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 
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2-year old Arthur becomes star in UK Christmas ad tradition 



In this Thursday, Dec. 5, 2019, photo a woman watches as a brightly lit float passes by during the 
Christmas parade Thursday night in downtown Bristol, Va. 

Associated Press 


By DANICA KIRKA 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Little Ar¬ 
thur crawls out of bed in his 
red Marvel Comics paja¬ 
mas, brushes his teeth and 
strolls outside after break¬ 
fast to his day job: helping 
out at the family hardware 
store in Rhayader, Wales. 
It’s Christmas and Arthur, 
nearly 3, has his work cut 
out for him wrapping pres¬ 
ents, hanging ornaments 
and helping customers. 

But the cute video with 1.3 
million views on YouTube - 
and counting - comes with 
a larger larger message. 
Don’t forget the little guy. 
“The small little family 
owned businesses still ex¬ 
ist out there,” said Arthur’s 
dad, Thomas Lewis Jones, 
30. "If you can afford to 
shop locally, do so. If you 
can't. I hope you just enjoy 
the video.” 

Big Christmas ads have be¬ 
come a tradition in Britain 
an opportunity usually for 
much larger companies 
to pull out all the stops to 
woo holiday shoppers and 
stamp their brands firmly 
on the consumer brain. 
These are usually mini mov¬ 


ies, similar to Super Bowl 
showstoppers in the United 
States, that feature warm 
and fuzzy characters like 
lovestruck penguins and 
mythical creatures who re¬ 
veal the true meaning of 
Christmas. 

The don’t normally origi¬ 
nate in a town 200 miles 
from London and have 
a budget of 100 pounds 


($130). 

Yet this simple, day in the 
life of Arthur promotional 
video has drawn attention 
to much larger problems of 
bricks and mortar U.K. re¬ 
tailers this Christmas, strug¬ 
gling as they do with issues 
ranging from the steady 
losses to internet retailers 
to a controversial local 
tax system whose reform is 


constantly discussed. 
Despite initiatives, such as 
Small Business Saturday, 
small stores really are fac¬ 
ing challenges. They are of¬ 
ten dwarfed by the bigger 
stores that can offer better 
prices and more selection. 
Many have a tough time 
getting through each year. 
“What this video has done 
is throw into the spotlight 


the very real challenges 
that smaller firms through¬ 
out the U.K. are actually 
facing,” said Mike Cherry, 
the national chairman of 
the Federation of Small 
Businesses. “They are fac¬ 
ing spiraling business rates, 
high rents and online com¬ 
petition, expensive town 
center parking and the 
loss of bank branches and 
ATMs. All of these issues 
make for a perfect storm 
that is putting many small 
businesses at risk." 

Jones, who runs Hafod 
Hardware, simply made 
Arthur his go-to star to 
promote the store. Ar¬ 
thur’s supporting cast is 
his grandfather, John, his 
great-grandfather Alan 
and his great-grandmoth¬ 
er Pauline. The filmmaker, 
Josh Holdaway, is a family 
friend and has a cameo 
appearance. 

Since being posted Mon¬ 
day, Jones’ phone has 
not stopped ringing. At 
the time he was speaking 
to The Associated Press on 
Friday, he noted with some 
degree of astonishment 
that the video was popular 
in Japan. □ 


In Musgraves’ Christmas special, her grandma steals the show 


By ALICIA RANCILIO 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Gram¬ 
my winner Kacey Mus¬ 
graves knows who the real 
star is in her family — her 
grandmother. That’s why 
the singer put the woman 
she calls Nana in her up¬ 
coming holiday special, 
“The Kacey Musgraves 
Christmas Show." 
“Basically, this isjust Nana’s 
world. We’re just all livin’ in 
it. This is Nana’s Christmas 
special if you hear from 
her. I’m just in it,” said Mus¬ 
graves on Tuesday at a 
special screening of the 
special in New York. 
Musgraves initially wor¬ 
ried how her grandmother 
would handle being on 
camera, but those fears 
quickly subsided. 

“I was like, ‘OK, this is my 
80-something-year old 
grandmother. Is she gon¬ 
na come in like, forget the 
lines, like, you know. She’s 



Singer-songwriter Kacey Musgraves attends the premiere of Amazon Prime Video’s “The Kacey 
Musgraves Christmas Show,” at Metrograph, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 


not used to this,”’ Mus¬ 
graves said. “She came 
in, she gave us ad-libs, she 
was like giving us different 
inflections like she knew 
what to do. It was really 
cute.” “The Kacey Mus¬ 


graves Christmas Show” 
debuts Nov. 29 on Ama¬ 
zon Prime Video. The spe¬ 
cial features a number of 
celebrities, including Fred 
Armisen, Camila Cabello, 
James Corden and Ken¬ 


dall Jenner. It's narrated 
by Dan Levy of “Schitt's 
Creek.” 

Musgraves got the idea 
for the special a year ago 
and spent months com¬ 
ing up with the concept. 


Filming took place during 
the summer in a hot Cali¬ 
fornia. 

“It was like, 90 degrees 
in LA in like this airplane 
hangar that we shot it 
in, didn’t have air condi¬ 
tioning. So, I was wearing 
Christmas clothing, on 
my feet for like 16 hours a 
day, like just tryin' to make 
Christmas happen. And I 
think we did,” Musgraves 
said. “It’s been Christmas 
for an entire year for me. 
So, I can’t tell if I’m sick of 
it or if I’m really excited. I 
think I’m really excited.” 
Last week, Musgraves 
took home female vocal¬ 
ist of the year and video 
of the year for “Rainbow’' 
at the Country Music As¬ 
sociation Awards. The 
show was hosted by Car¬ 
rie Underwood, Dolly Par- 
ton and Reba McEntire 
and was hyped as a night 
dedicated to the women 
of country music.Q 
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Already a star in China, US fame comes to ‘Farewell’ actress 


By LINDSEY BAHR 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ac¬ 
tress Zhao Shuzhen, who 
has captivated audiences 
with her performance as 
the grandmother in “The 
Farewell,” is essentially 
unknown to most Ameri¬ 
can audiences. Go to her 
IMDB page and it looks 
as though writer-director 
Lulu Wang's real-life fam¬ 
ily drama is her only credit. 


But that couldn’t be further 
from the truth. In her native 
China, the 75-year-old is 
not only a veteran of stage 
and screen, she’s also a 
big star. 

It was a pivotal role for the 
film and for Wang person¬ 
ally. “The Farewell” is based 
on the filmmaker’s actual 
life, in which her family dis¬ 
covers that their beloved 
grandmother is terminally 
ill, decides to keep that 
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This Nov. 11, 2019 photo shows actress Zhao Shuzhen posing in West Hollywood, Calif, to promote 
her film “The Farewell. 

Associated Press 


fact from her and stages a 
wedding so they have an 
excuse to gather every¬ 
one together to say good¬ 
bye. The heart of the film, 
which is currently available 
on home video and has 
awards buzz behind it, is 
about the relationship be¬ 
tween Wang's alter-ego 
Billi (Awkwafina) and her 
grandmother Nai Nai. 
Shuzhen got her first 
awards season recognition 
on Thursday when the Film 


Independent Spirit Awards 
nominated her for an act¬ 
ing prize; “The Farewell” 
was also nominated for 
best feature. 

Word of mouth led Wang 
to Shuzhen, who had nev¬ 
er acted in an American 
production before. Diana 
Lin, who had already been 
cast to play Billi's mother, 
recommended her to the 
director. 

“I worked with her before 
and she was a great per¬ 


son to work with. Zhao is 
a great friend as well,” Lin 
said. “She was the first per¬ 
son I thought of! I used to 
call her Cat-y Auntie (like 
Kitty) because the way she 
smiles is warm and soft and 
sweet. Also, when I was a 
little girl, probably about 
14, I watched her theater 
plays because we were in 
the same theater compa¬ 
ny in Harbin City.” 

Shuzhen fell into acting al¬ 
most accidentally .□ 


Guns N’ Roses, Maroon 5, Khaled part 
of pre-Super Bowl shows 


In this Feb. 3,2019 file photo, Adam Levine of Maroon 5 performs 
during halftime of the NFL Super Bowl 53 football game between 
the Los Angeles Rams and the New England Patriots in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 


By MESFIN FEKADU 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Guns 
N’ Roses, Maroon 5, DJ 
Khaled and DaBaby will 
bring the heat to Super 
Bowl week in Miami. 

On Location Experiences 
announced the lineup for 
its second Bud Light Super 
Bowl Music Fest, to take 
place Jan. 30 through 
Feb. 1 at AmericanAirlines 
Arena in Miami. 

DJ Khaled, who has col¬ 
laborated with every¬ 
one from Jay-Z to Justin 
Bieber, will headline the 
EA SPORTS BOWL on Jan. 
30. Khaled’s performance 
will include some of his 
famous friends. DaBaby, 
who had a huge hit this 
year with “Suge,” will also 


perform at the show. Oth¬ 
er performers will be an¬ 
nounced later. 

Guns N’ Roses will headline 
on Jan. 31, while Maroon 
5 and a special guest will 
perform at the Feb. 1. 


“The Super Bowl is Ameri¬ 
ca's biggest cultural mo¬ 
ment, so it attracts people 
from a variety of different 
worlds — it also is a mix of 
local, national, and inter¬ 
national guests. □ 
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Film probes history of Native Americans in the US military 






In this June 15, 2017, file photo. Navy Hospital Corpsman Third Class Kevin Zotigh, of the Kiowa 
tribe, performs a ceremonial dance as part of a Native American blessing for veteran and active- 
duty servicemen in Camp Pendleton, Calif. 

Associated Press 


By RUSSELL CONTRERAS 
Associated Press 
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) 

— Before Chuck Boers 
joined the U.S. Army, the 
Lipan Apache member 
was given his family’s eagle 
feathers. The feathers had 
been carried by his great- 
great-great-grandfather 
on his rifle when he was an 
Apache scout. 

They also were carried by 
relatives who fought in 
World War I, World War II, 
Korea and Vietnam. 

In 2004, Boers had the 
feathers with him during 
the Battle of Fallujah in Iraq. 
“I felt like I had my family 
with me to protect me,” he 
said. 

“The Warrior Tradition,” a 
new film set to air on PBS, 
examines the complex his¬ 
tory of Native Americans in 
the U.S. military since World 
War I and how their ser¬ 
vice transformed the lives 
for Native Americans from 
various tribes. 

Through interviews with vet¬ 
erans and using archival 
footage, the documentary 
probes the complicated 
relationship Native Ameri¬ 


cans had with military ser¬ 
vice and how they used it 
to press for civil rights. 

The documentary exhibits 
the mixed feelings some 
Native Americans felt to¬ 
ward the U.S. military and 
how tribal members em¬ 


braced those who served 
as “warriors.” 

“From just about the begin¬ 
ning of the United States 
itself, the government has 
fought various wars against 
Native nations. 

And that’s the irony,” Patty 


Loew, director of the Cen¬ 
ter for Native American 
and Indigenous Research 
at Northwestern University, 
said in the film. 

But Native Americans, from 
tribes in Oklahoma to na¬ 
tions in Washington, joined 


the U.S. military to honor 
their “end of the treaty" 
that the U.S. government 
previously broke, Loew 
said. 

At the onset of World War 

I, the first generation of Na¬ 
tive Americans after the so- 
called Indian Wars began 
joining the U.S. Army even 
though they weren't con¬ 
sidered citizens or allowed 
to vote. 

Returning veterans, and 
also those from World War 

II, earned accolades for 
their service. For example, 
Comanche and Navajo 
Code Talkers in World War II 
were credited with passing 
secrets amid hostile fight¬ 
ing. 

The returning veterans be¬ 
gan demanding the right 
to vote and fought against 
discrimination. 

For example, Miguel Tru¬ 
jillo Sr., a Marine sergeant in 
World War II and a member 
of Isleta Pueblo in New Mex¬ 
ico, returned and waged 
a legal battle to overturn 
that state’s law that barred 
American Indians living on 
reservations from partici¬ 
pating in elections.^ 


San Francisco Opera names its first female music director 



This undated photo provided by the San Francisco Opera shows San Francisco Opera Music 
Director Designate Eun Sun Kim. 

Associated Press 


JOCELYN GECKER 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

The San Francisco Opera 
has named conductor 
Eun Sun Kim its new music 
director, ushering the first 
woman into the job in the 
company's history. 

The 39-year-old Kim will 
become the company's 
music director designate 
effective immediately 
and take on the position 
permanently in August, 
conducting Beethoven’s 
“Fidelio” when the 2020-21 
season opens, the compa¬ 
ny said Thursday. 

“From my very first mo¬ 
ments at San Francisco 
Opera, I felt this was 
home," Kim said in a state¬ 
ment. 

She said she found “an 
unusual feeling of open 
collaboration” across the 
company and was hon¬ 
ored to take on the new 
role. 

Kim’s appointment marks 


the latest change in musi¬ 
cal leadership at a major 
American opera house. 
At the Metropolitan Op¬ 
era in New York, Yannick 
Nezet-Seguin took over as 
music director in the 2018- 


19 season, following James 
Levine who held the posi¬ 
tion for 40 years and was 
fired in 2018 over allega¬ 
tions of sexual abuse and 
harassment. 

Levine has denied the al¬ 


legations. 

At the Lyric Opera of Chi¬ 
cago, Andrew Davis will 
retire as music director at 
the end of the next season 
after more than 20 years 
and be replaced by con¬ 


ductor Enrique Mazzola. 
Kim succeeds Nicola Lui- 
sotti whose nine-year ten¬ 
ure as music director end¬ 
ed in 2018. 

She will lead the orchestra, 
chorus and music staff and 
conduct concerts and up 
to four productions each 
season in her initial five- 
year contract, the com¬ 
pany said. 

Born in South Korea, Kim 
began her career in Eu¬ 
rope and made her U.S. 
debut in 2017, leading 
a production of “La Tra- 
viata” at Houston Grand 
Opera, where she was 
subsequently named the 
company's first principal 
guest conductor in 25 
years, the statement said. 
She made her Washington 
National Opera debut last 
month and has upcom¬ 
ing performances sched¬ 
uled at Los Angeles Op¬ 
era and the Lyric Opera 
of Chicago, among other 
companies. □ 
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